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UK Vaishnavs had a long- held dream, to establish a Haveli in London. 

The Trustees and Committee members of the Vaishnav Sangh of UK (VSUK), have immense pleasure in 
conveying the good news to the entire UK Hindu Community that we have now acquired premises which will 
be the new home of Shrinathji together with the existing Community Centre. This Haveli is now renamed as 
‘Shrinathdham National Haveli & Community Centre UK’. The quest for Shrinathji’s permanent home is now 
over after searching extensively all over London.

The premises, acquired on 28th June 2019, is very well located at the centre of Harrow with good transport 
links. It has been popularly known over the years as Jaspar Centre. All the ongoing community activities 
will continue in the future and in addition we will incorporate Baal Pathshala, Youth classes, Kirtan classes, 
Gujarati classes, Satsangs and much more. 

VSUK has fulfilled its commitment to provide a base for the benefit of our upcoming future generations for 
them to remain connected with our religion.

London: Registered Office: Shrinathdham National Haveli & Community Centre UK 
 2a Rosslyn Crescent, Harrow, Middlesex HA1 2SU 

020 8861 1207 • info@shrinathdham.org.uk • www.shrinathdham.org.uk

Leicester: Vrajdham, Shree Nathji Ni Haveli, 58 Loughborough Road, Leicester LE4 5LD 
0116 224 5308 •  vaishnavsangh.org.uk

Vaishnav Sangh of UK (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) Registered Charity No 1183435
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વધાઈ સંદેશ	

	
લંડન માં વસતો િવશાલ વૈ#ણવ સમાજ ઘણા વષ# થી જે સોનેરી ઘડી ની !તી$ા કરતો હતો તે 

ઘડી આવી ચુકી છે.	

ભારત નું  "!ીનાથ&વારા"    "!ીનાથધામ"  નામથી  લંડન માં આવી ગયું છે.	

લંડન થી હ"રો !કલોમીટર દૂર આવેલું "!ીનાથ&વારા" હવ ેલંડન ખાત ે"!ીનાથધામ" માં 
પોતાની અનુભૂિત કરાવશે. !ીનાથ& ના અ"યામના દશ#નની સાથે વૈ#ણવી સં#કાર થી આ !થાન 

સદાય મહેકતું રહેશ.ે	

આ પાવન !ણોમાં સમ#ત િહ#દૂ સનાતન ધમ# !ેમી !ણતા એવ ંસમ#ત વૈ#ણવ સમાજ ને ખુબ 
ખુબ વધાઈ.	

	

શુભ આિશષ	
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Vaishnavacharya Shree Dwarkeshlalji 

(Kadi – Ahmedabad)  

 



Message from the Editorial Team
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The Editorial team takes great pleasure and is honoured to have played a role in the publication of this 
souvenir on the inauguration of the Shrinatdham Haveli and Community Centre . It is said that to reach the 
Parmatma (‘Bhagvan Ni Prapti Karwa Mate’) we need the guidance and blessings of a Mahapurush Acharya. 
Hence it is owing to Jeje Shree’s precious gifts bestowed on us over the years, in the form of priceless 
ashirwad and gyan that has been the inspiration to create this memorable and colourful booklet. We sincerely 
trust that the abundant and rich content will be inspiring and informatively beneficial to all Vaishnavs and 
Hindus. We express our gratitude to all involved for providing us with an opportunity to perform this Seva.

Editors 

Pramod Thakkar Nitin Haria Rajan Pitamber Anika Haria Mayur Patel Mehul Shah

Tel 07885 634473 • raj@mayuraprint.com

Design and Print by

P R I N T

Acknowledgements and Thanks for Religious Articles 
Rajan Pitamber 

Dhirajlalbhai Pitamber 

Lalitbhai Sodha 

Vishal Sodha 

Mayur Patel



Jagdish Ambalal Patel - Trustee
Jagdishbhai Patel was born in June 1941 in Embu, Kenya where he grew up 
in a traditional family and received education at schools in Nairobi. As a child 
Jagdishbhai was an avid reader, spending hours pouring over books. He also 
had a creative side and enjoyed painting. At the age of 21 years he set up his 
first company Uhuru Traders, a retail business. In 1965 he established Kindaruma 
Limited, dealing with hardware and construction materials..  

Professionally Jagdishbhai has been a successful businessman. However personally 
Jagdishbhai is both religious and charitable at heart. In 1993, he assisted in creating 
a Hindu temple in his home town Embu and later he offered seva and contributed 

towards the Haveli in Nairobi. In the UK,he was involved in successfully establishing a Haveli in Leicester in 
2010 and presently, in the formation of Shrinathdham Haveli and Community Centre in Harrow, London. 
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Subhashbhai Lakhani - Chairman & Trustee
As we approach the 10th anniversary of VSUK inauguration, fond memories come flooding 
back - the initial exciting period of liaison under Marg-darshan from Je Je Shree, the 
commencing of men’s Satsangs, the first Mahotsav of Panch Tatva sponsored by Lakhani 
family that gave VSUK the recognition as the most well managed organisation. This 
continued with Bhagwat Saptah sponsored by Popat family, and followed each year by most 
auspicious Mahotsavs which Vaishnavs have commented as being mesmerised by, specially 
by Je Je Shree’s Vani and also the Manoraths, sajavats and blissful opportunity provided of 
such Darshans for which they would have to go to India and some are not able to anymore.

It has truly been Thakorji’s krupa and Je Je Shree’s Ashirwad that I’ve had this opportunity to 
be one of the founder trustees and to be part of this enlightening journey. A further blessing 
has been the involvement in the inauguration of Vrajdham Haveli in Leicester and now soon to open Shrinathdham 
Haveli in London.  Long may VSUK continue serving the Vaishnav community not just in the UK but also worldwide.

I take this opportunity to thank all the Donors who have been so generous from our inception in 2009. The trust placed 
on the Board has been truly humbling for us with some donating funds well before we even had this project on the table.

I would also like to thank our team of volunteers who as Je Je Shree refers to as the two arms of VSUK, and whose total 
commitment and dedication has been a major factor in us being able to host such memorable and blissful  Mahotsavs 
and Manoraths over the years.

Trustees Messages
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Dalpatbhai Kotecha - Trustee
In Leicester there had been a long awaited need to open a Haveli and when VSUK 
achieved this in November 2011, it has truly changed the lives of so many Vaishnavs 
forever. The daily joy of taking part in Ful Ghar seva, other daily Haveli duties, and 
right up to the involvement in special manorath preparations is still as exciting for the 
community after 8 years.

With Thakorji’s krupa and Je Je Shree’s ashirwad, I feel blessed to have been able 
to provide seva, as not only a founder trustee, but also working daily with the Haveli 
Committee and the Vaishnav community.

Mina Popat - Trustee
I believe that blessed opportunities are gifted to one quite rarely. For a long time my life has 
been twofold. Firstly, as a daughter, sister and friend and secondly, a life of unfolding spiritual 
journey and purpose. Growing up in a Vaishnav parivaar and observing Seva done by my 
dear departed mother planted the seed of spiritual learning. In 2004, my dear mother’s wish 
of sponsoring a Saptah in Champaran and being part of this made me eager to learn more. 
Hearing the experiences about the Saptah recited by Jejejshree in Baroda in 2006 piqued 
my interest and later the blessed meeting of Jejeshree with Pramodbhai, in London resulted 
in awakening my desire to host Shrimad Bhagwad Saptah in the presence of our own Guru 
Archarayashree Dwarkeshlalji Mahodayshree in 2011. The enthralling Vani of Jeje Shree during 
these seven days were not only enjoyed by UK Vaishnav’s but many more worldwide through 
Aastha TV for the first time. The attendance and immense interest of the UK vaishnav’s during this Saptah demonstrated 
a need for a Pushtimarg Haveli in London and became Jeje Shree’s vision. It was an honour and a privilege to be granted 
permission to be Manorathi Parivaar and sponsor Thakorji Swaroop for the Leicester Haveli. Soon after, with Jeje’s agya 
I became part of VSUK and I continue this journey to serve Hari,Guru and Vaishnavs from all over the world and  learn 
from these divine experiences.
With Jejeshree’s Marg Darshan and Thakorji’s Krupa, the UK Vaishnav’s are truly blessed to have the first ever Pushti 
haveli - ”Shrinathdham Haveli” in London. It is an honour, for us all, to be able to have Darshna of Shree Thakorji and 
experience the pilgrimage of a lifetime in London. Inspired by our of Acharyashree, many generous individuals from 
the community have contributed greatly through their personal presence, intellect and monetary support over the years 
for London to have its own Haveli. With Jejeshree’s divine guidance and encouragement of our efforts we were able to 
achieve this vision. My humble request to Jejeshree to always keep showering his blessings upon us and to guide us 
towards contentment, Devine joy and spiritual fulfilment through your teachings. 
We wish Jejejshree Khub Khub Vadhai on the opening of Shrinathdham Haveli in London.  
Lastly Khub Khub Vadhai to the Trustees, committee members and fellow Vaishanavs for their continued support.

Jai Shree Krishna
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My Journey with Je Je Shree & VSUK  
Pramod Thakkar
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I was first inspired by Jeje Shree’s pious ‘vani’  
(compassionately and sweetly spoken discourse) 13 
Years ago, when I had the opportunity to listen to his 
Bhagvat Katha in December 2006 in Baroda, India. 
Since that time I have been an enthusiastic supporter 
of Jeje Shree and his stimulating work through 
Vaishnav Sangh of U.K. (a registered charity trust 
since October 2010). 

My family and I were fortunately blessed to have had 
Jeje reside with us at home in Leicester during his 
various mission visits to rekindle the Pushtimarg faith 
in U.K. During 2009-2010 when the informal group of 
sevaks under the guidance of Jeje were keen to open 
a Haveli he requested my involvement. As fate goes, 
coincidently the children of Late Giriraj Maharaj who 
had an operating Haveli in a small residential building 
on Loughborough Road, Leicester, knew my family. 
The vendors wanted to sell on the open market to 
attain the best price. My conscience, and Jeje’s 
blessings guided and motivated me to ensure that we 
acquired this operating Haveli at whatever cost. Here, 
elderly Vaishnavs had been regularly visiting for over 
25 years, and we just could not allow this Haveli to 
be eradicated and sold elsewhere! Thus, my journey 
as a Sevak of Thakorji began. With the help of many 
other devotees the purchase was completed and the 
Vrajdham Haveli was acquired in June 2011 for the 
benefit of all vaishnavs. 

August 2011 - a private Saptah (seven day discourse) 
by Jeje was held in London in honour of the Popat 
parivaar’s parents. My wife Jasu & her sister Mina 
Popat (now a co-trustee of VSUK) asked me to 

help plan and manage the event. With Jeje Shree’s 
blessings, it was agreed that the collection during the 
7-day Bhagwat Sapthah would be in aid of acquiring 
the Vrajdham Haveli, Leicester. Around, £100,000 
was raised towards the purchase of Shree Thakorji’s 
Haveli, just through pledges and donations. 

August to October 2011 - alongside Jagdishbhai 
Patel (co-trustee of VSUK), project managed the 
building works and the architects and contractors. 
We ensured that the proposed structural changes 
and refurbishment from a semi-detached house to 
a suitable Haveli was achieved within just 9 weeks. 
I feel very blessed that we were able to rescue the 
old Haveli and transform it into a grander permanent 
abode for Shrinathji. As a satisfying result we were 
able to warm the hearts of numerous devotees with 
this newly revived and updated place of worship. 

2012 - due to personal and unforeseen reasons I 
decided to step down from the Board of Trustees of 
VSUK, not knowing that in actual fact, Thakorji was 
only sending me on a short holiday……before the 
next mammoth task arrived on my table!

2018 - I was indeed ‘summoned back’ as first 
an Acquisition Consultant and thereafter once 
again a Trustee for the service of Thakorji and Jeje 
Shree’s divine lotus feet. Raj Pankhania and I began 
discussions about the transition from The Jaspar 
Centre to what is now, ten months later, established 
as the Shrinathdham Haveli and Community Centre! 

Thakorji has always found a way to call me back and 
to keep me under the umbrella of his bountiful love 
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Pramod Thakkar  - Trustee

• Health Care Consultant UK /International Project & Export Consultant Africa/Asia

•  Ex Director of Meera Nursing Home, first vegetarian care home in North west 
London

•  Ex member of Board of Governors of Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies

•  Consultant and Trustee Of Vaishnav Sangh UK, Negotiated purchased and 
project managed the refurbishment of a Haveli in Leicester

•  Headed the Acquisition Team (2018) and was appointed Acquisition Consultant 
to liaise with sellers, Negotiate and arrange loan finance and deal with lawyers 
and other professionals on the a strategic Centre purchase of Ex-Jaspar centre at £4m

•  Member of the NHS steering committee to promote Hindu Organ donation in the Midlands

•  Supports local research charities, the homeless, and participates in multi cultural activities

and protection. I realised that this is surely the wish 
and the blessings of my Late parents Shri Shantilal 
& Shrimati Lalitaben Thakkar, and more so my Late 
Grandfather Shri Rugnath Jeram Morjaria Thakkar 
from Nakuru, Kenya, who was a staunch Vaishnav 
and ardent devotee of Shrinathji.

Foresight is especially needed to provide an facilitate 
for the young generations who are the future 
torchbearers of such institutions. Their needs and 
priorities are indisputably different and this is bound 
to impact their style of steering and preserving our 
valuable traditions and institutions.  

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely 
thank a few people. Firstly, Thakorji and Jeje 

Shree for choosing and believing in me to be part 
of this memorable journey, where I truly believe 
that we have now secured the future faith of our 
forthcoming generations.  Thank you to my Co-
Trustees, the Acquisition team, Events team, and 
all the supporters, dedicated volunteers and well-
wishers. Finally, gratitude to my wife Jasu and 
daughter Meera, for not only bearing with me but for 
guiding and reminding me that this is my ‘Zindagi Ni 
Sachi Kamai’ during every step of this amazing and 
historical journey.

Jai Shree Krishna
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Message from Event Conveners 
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First of all we would like to express our immense 
gratitude and confidence bestowed by Jeje Shree 
and the trustees for appointing us the convenors of 
one of the most important days of Vaishnav Sangh 
of U.K. (VSUK) – the opening ceremony of our 
“Shrinathdham”.

Immediately upon completion of acquisition of 
the property we began planning for the opening 
ceremony the very next day. I am ever so grateful that 
I was chosen to offer this seva. The patotsav of Shree 
Thakorji was decided for Sunday 1st September 
2019, which was just two months away from the date 
of completion.

It was an enormous task to make the preparations 
for this momentous day for which celebrations were 
going to last over a ten-day period. I would like 
to take this opportunity to wholeheartedly thank 
each and every Vaishnav who has enthusiastically 
volunteered to manage the different tasks involved 
in making this day a huge success. This wouldn’t be 
possible without your love and support.

We were committed to seamlessly execute this 
grandest function in the best way possible by 
delegating various jobs to be managed by different 
teams. This included the manorathi team handling the 
fund raising and sending out appropriate invitations; 
the shobha yatra team for crowd management; the 
stage and marquee team; the car parking team and 
probably the most important the Nij Mandir team. All 
of the above different ‘cogs of the wheel’ smoothly 
co-ordinating and efficiently connected with each 

other, with the sole aim of driving the “giant wheel” 
towards the one and only goal – the opening of 
“Shrinathdham”. 

Last but not the least, we would like to express 
our appreciation towards the various team leaders 
including Suhbashbhai Lakhani, Minaben Popat, 
Shiluben Patel, Jayshreeben Shah, Mehulbhai Popat, 
Batukbhai Raithatha, Nitinbhai Haria, Mehulbhai 
Shah, Reetaben Haria, Manishbhai Popatiya, 
Ashwinbhai Depala, Ajaybhai Jobanputra, Shalin Teli, 
Nimesh Shah, Mitesh Kothari, Hardik Shah, Arpit 
Shah, Nitinbhai Ashra and Rio Fernandes.

The last two months have not only enhanced 
my knowledge about Pushtimarg but have also 
brought me closer to being a better Vaishnav. It has 
increased a desire within me to undertake many 
more manoraths (festive holy occasions) that we as 
a community will undertake for many more years to 
come.

I once again offer my dandwat pranam to Thakorji 
and to our beloved Jeje Shree for providing me with 
this once in a lifetime opportunity to offer my seva 
towards this auspicious Haveli opening ceremony.

Pramod Thakkar  
Event Convener

Vishal Sodha  
Event Co-Convener
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Dhirajlal Pitamber
Many years ago I was gifted with a Geetaji by a pious  Vaishnav. He told me, “Dhirubhai tame Geetaji wancho, tema 
thi Thakorji ne janwanoo khub gyan malshe”  (Dhirubhai, please read Geetaji as you will gain tremendous knowledge 
about Thakorji from it). Some 20 years ago by the grace of Thakorji I met Jeje Shri Dwarkeshlalji who inspired me to 
do some active work by joining the pioneering VSUK group of ‘teachers’. I continue to do my level best together with 
my wife Kusum and we give regular talks on our Pushtimargya Sampraday and about our sanathan Hindu dharma.



Anika Haria
Jeje Shree has over the years inspired me, through 
his enthusiasm and incalculable knowledge of 
Pustimarg to become part of Vaishnav Sangh of 
UK. Since the opening of the Vrajdham Haveli in 
2011, I have become increasingly involved in the 
yearly events which has been a great privilege as 
providing seva has been a humbling experience. The 
remarkable kindness and warmth of Vaishnavs has 
enabled me to realise how very fortunate we are to 
be part of a religion that has actual answers and is 
an immensely healthy way of life for our spiritual and 
mental well-being as it supports our lives in every 
way possible. Since joining Vaishnav Sangh of UK, I 
feel that I have, finally found my true self. 

Poonam Haria
As our Guru, Jeje is gifted with the ability to educate, 
understand and encourage children like me and 
adults alike. He commands utmost respect and takes 
on a level of responsibility that is admirable. These 
qualities, together with Jeje’s incredible tolerance 
and resilience makes him a great teacher and one 

that everyone should 
aspire to have. With 
Mahaprabhuji and 
Yamuna Maharaniji’s 
krupa, I am blessed to 
be part of Pustimarg 
and Vaishnav Sangh 
of UK. 

VSUK  Youth Group
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Haritilak Dattani
Jai Shree Krishna to all Shree 
Vallabh’s ladila Vaishnavs.

My name is Haritilak. Two 
years ago I met Jeje Shree at a 
Haveli. Listening to Jeje Shree’s 
vanchnamrut made me imagine the 
leelas of Shri Thakorji and since 

then I decided to become a follower of Pushtimarg. 
Every year I attend Jeje Shrees Kathas as listening 
to him makes me feel like I’m listening to Shri 
Mahaprabhuji. It is my utmost privilege to be a sevak. 

Sarve vaishnavo ne aaj na pat utsav ni hardik mangal 
vadhai ane Jai Shree Krishna evam aapshree na 
yugal charnarvind ma koti koti sashtang dandvat 
pranam.

Sahil Datta 
Jeje Shree’s vision of how he wants 
Pushti Marg to grow in the UK was 
an inspiration for me to join the 
VSUK Youth group. Having grown 
up both in India and New Zealand, 
I always used to find a lack of 
young people in our religious path 

particularly in New Zealand. In Jeje Shree’s words, 
this is a perfect opportunity to do something for 
our Vaishnav Samaj and interact with people from 
a similar background, beliefs and values. I am very 
excited to be part of this group and be able to do 
whatever I can to support Jeje Shree’s vision for the 
Vaishnav Sangh of UK. We hope to make this group 
even bigger in the time that lies ahead and learn from 
each other to progress in all areas of life.



Mohit Gulati 
It’s one of the most fortunate 
parts of my life that I first met 
Jeje Shree over 20 years ago 
when I was only around 10 
years old. 

Ironically I was privileged to experience one of the 
Jeje Shree’s first few Pravachans. From that time in 
their early 20’s to a truly global following today, taking 
Pustimarg to countries and places where it might 
have once perceived implausible, to bless Vaishnav’s 
with a wealth of knowledge, spirituality, guidance, 
incredible Manoraths is a manifestation of their 
influence and the peace they bring in our lives. 

I genuinely see God in and through them. They are 
my god, guru, father figure, elder brother and also 
a friend. The followership and blessing is one of the 
most cherished thing I have in life. Their teachings 
and guidance helps me have a perspective in life, 
embedded with a balance of religion, spirituality and 
above all being a honest and better human being. 
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Krunal Shah 
What inspired me to join the 
Vaishnav Sangh of UK Youth group 
was the opportunity to meet like 
minded people and serve a greater 
cause. Through this process 
develop my own inner faith and a 
sense of humility and devotion.

Yashvi Depala 
A Guru is someone I think of to 
be a teacher as well as someone 
who instils values and knowledge. 
Being a part of Pustimarg and 
Vaishnav Sangh UK, I feel extremely 
fortunate to have someone as 
understanding and encouraging 
as Jeje to look up to who has all 
these values and more. To be able 
to connect with both adults and 
children, is something I find truly admirable.

Umang Rajdev 
After watching Jejeshrees Bhagwat 
Sapta online, I craved the presence 
of Vaishnavs in my life and wanted 
to serve JejeShree. VSUK has 
organised numerous events 
with Jeje Shree that I have been 
attending.  Jeje Shree has provided 
direction in my life and shown me 
the true essence of life, that is Seva.

Nyrali Patel 
Growing up in Nairobi, my fondest 
memories were made at the 
Vallabhdham Havelli. It was a 
place from where I never wanted 
to leave. The reason behind all of 
this was Jeje Shree, who made it 
possible for us to have  this divine 
place. Jeje Shree has always 

inspired me to study hard and has shown me how to 
live a better life through seva. 

Coming to the UK, I rarely missed home, because the 
Vaishnav Sangh of UK became my new family. The 
love and warmth within VSUK is extraordinary. I am 
excited for all the Vaishnav’s of UK, who now have a 
place to call Haveli, and a chance to create a lifetime 
of wonderful memories.



Vaishnav Sangh of UK 
Hari, Guru and Vaishnav Seva  -  Subhashbhai Lakhani

The beginning:
Vaishnav Sangh 
of UK (VSUK) was 
inaugurated by learned 
Shree Dwarkeshlalji 
Mahodayshri of 
Ahmedabad (Je Je) 
as the Patron, on 6th 
September 2009.  It 
was registered as a 
Charity with the UK 
Charity Commission, 
with effect from 8th 
November 2010, 
Charity number 

1138847. The Charity operates from the registered 
office address at 309 Hoe Street, London E17 9BG.

Je Je Shree’s vision:
Our Je Je is a direct descendant of Shree 
Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji, in fact the 17th 
generation, hence the utmost respect and regard 
held by us at VSUK and the Vaishnavs community 
worldwide.

Je Je has had this vision for some years, fairly similar 
to Shree Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji, to pass on 
knowledge of our Pushti Dharm, to Vaishnavs and in 
particular to male Vaishnavs who have been lacking 
commitment to our Dharm.

Je Je wanted to show that Pushti Marg is in essence 
quite a simple and loving path to follow. Hence the 
formation of VSUK, a vehicle to initially educate men, 

of all ages, including the youth and re-create the 
commitment that existed in Shree Mahaprabhuji’s 
time.

Objectives of VSUK:
Amongst the main objectives of VSUK, is the 
advancement of Hindu education, religion and 
spiritual activities. The organization follows Pushti-
Marg principals in the service of Lord Krishna, 
principals that were established by the founder 
of the faith, Shree Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji 
(reincarnation of Lord Krishna), over 550 years ago.

To achieve this objective, we have been holding a 
monthly class, since October 2009, a Satsang, on 
the last Sunday of each month, from 11 to 1pm, 
to enlighten the members with knowledge about 
our own Dharm, which we can pass on to the 
next generation. Because if we do not, then the 
generations to come will be even more desperately 
illiterate about our Dharm than we are. The teachers 
who do the presentations will have received 
information from Je Je or based on extensive 
research carried out. We have a very large number of 
registered members who can all attend, and there is 
no charge for attendance. There is material provided 
to the attendees and this is also loaded onto this 
website, for other members to benefit from. 

Leicester Haveli Project:
On the second objective, for the advancement of 
Hindu religion, we completed the purchase of the 
premises of Haveli in June 2011, at 58 Loughborough 
Road, Leicester LE4 4LD. 

Meenaxiben & Suresh Kumar Gordhandas Dasani Family, Lisbon na Jai Shree Krishna
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The Haveli had its grand opening on 5th & 6th 
November 2011, and it has become the first “Shudh 
Pushti-Margiya Haveli” in the UK, named “Vrajdham, 
ShriNathji ni Haveli”. Our website has the brochure to 
commemorate this event, as well as the photos. The 
Haveli has provided the “Pushti-Marg” followers the 
opportunity to continue this long-established faith.

The town of Leicester has a Hindu population 
estimated at around 7,000, who have benefited 
tremendously from this Haveli. This has now become 
the community’s focal point; open for darshan every 
day, throughout the year. 

The hours of worship are based on the established 
routine of Havelis and Vrajdham Haveli has been 
hosting the Manoraths as per Pushti calendar, as well 
as significant cultural and religious events. 

We have had extremely good support from the Hindu 
community in London and Midlands, both in terms of 
donations for our projects and also their commitment 
in attending all our events. 

London Haveli Project:
For the past five years, we have received regular 
requests from Hindus in London to open a similar 
Haveli and this has been our current and serious 
challenge. Over that period, the Trustees have been 
sourcing appropriate premises in Harrow and nearby 
area but not managed to secure any either due to 
being unsuitable or over bid by other organizations.  

With Thakorji’s krupa and Je Je Shree’s Ashirwad, 
the long-awaited dream to establish a Haveli in 
London is now fulfilled, literally within the last few 
months, following a lot of meetings and negotiations, 
culminating in the exchange of contracts on 18 
January 2019 for strategic acquisition of Jaspar 
Centre in Harrow, and completion on 28 June 2019.

This has really been a historic period and one filled 
with great excitement and immense pleasure for 
the entire UK Hindu community. In fact, Hindu 
community worldwide, as we have already received 
very strong support from countries like Kenya, 
Malawi and India, at this early stage.

The premises will house a grand Haveli of Shree 
Nathji together with a Community Centre   and 
will be named Shreenathdham National Haveli & 
Community Centre. The premises being acquired are 
very well located in centre of Harrow and have been 

Meenaxiben & Suresh Kumar Gordhandad Dasani family, Lisbon na Jai Shree Krishna
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popularly known over the years as Jaspar Centre. 
All the present community activities will continue in 
the future, and in addition we will incorporate Baal 
Pathshala, Youth classes, Kirtan classes, Gujarati 
classes, Satsangs and much more. The Patotsav 
(Grand inauguration) will take place over a 10-day 
period, 30 August to 8 September 2019, details 
already on social media.

Vaishnav Sangh of UK has fulfilled its commitment 
to provide a base for the benefit of our upcoming 
future generations for them to stay connected with 
our religion. This project will blossom even more with 
Vaishnavs’ support.

Annual Events:
We have been blessed by Pujya Je Je Shree to have 
organized some exceptional Mahotsavs (auspicious 
events) over our short period of existence, at least 
one every calendar year. The last one was held in 
June 2019 at Sattavis Patidar Hall in Wembley, being 
“Bhagwat Saptah, Vaishnav Ekta Mahotsav”. With the 
event being telecast via Astha TV, we got worldwide 

coverage and have now become recognized as the 
most organized of any Vaishnav organizations, based 
on the phone calls and messages that we have 
received worldwide. Likewise, the one prior was held 
in August 2018 at Byron Hall, Harrow Leisure Centre, 
where we had up to 2000 people attending each day 
over the 7 days event. This event was “84 Kos Vraj 
Yatra Mahotsav”, where the attendees were able to 
do darshan of Vraj and also Giriraji, set up by our 
team and was again telecast via Astha.

Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(CIO):
We had applied for the CIO status under advice from 
our solicitors, which is a relatively new legal structure 
available for charities that wish to be incorporated 
and are pleased to announce that the registration has 
been formally confirmed by the Charity Commission.
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Time Line 
Shrinathdham Haveli and Community Centre
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18th Sep 2018 onwards
• Raj Pankhania contacted me to inform he was 

considering the sale of Jaspar Centre 
• Trustees viewed the property
• Flew to India and met with Jeje Shree who felt that 

THIS is the property for Thakorji 
• In view of the existing temple and day centre 

Confidentiality was paramount and we assured Raj 
on this 

19th Oct 2018 onwards
• Met with financial advisors who assured us the 

loan funding 
• Bank manager ensured timely credit approval and 

competitive loan offer 
• Trustees convinced that the proposed purchase 

and project was viable 

5th Nov 2018
• Heads of Agreements signed and approved 

between vendors and VSUK Trustees

19th Nov 2018 onwards
• Jeje flew to London for a 4 day visit to view the 

proposed purchase 
• Subsequent to meetings with financial advisors, 

bank manager, solicitors and some donors, Jeje 

gave the go ahead to commence negotiations and 
due diligence process 

• After numerous meetings with professionals 
and well-wishers, Jeje and the Trustees were 
convinced that the Jaspar Centre having benefit of 
D1 class (existing community centre with temple) 
was ideally suitable and in a prime location.

• Pramod Thakkar was appointed as acquisition 
consultant by trustees of VSUK to liaise with the 
financial and legal professionals, and negotiate 
terms and conditions of sale with the vendor 

• Raj Pankhania (a Vaishnav descendant) graciously 
offered the property on off-market and exclusive 
basis. Also kindly agreed to a 6 months 
completion. Moreover, he generously pledged a 
£251k donation too!

• Exchange was firstly scheduled on 30th Nov 2018 
- however we could not execute until our bank’s 
solicitors approved all 

12th Dec 2018 onwards
• After several hurdles and stressful weeks a highly 

favourable credit was approved and timely loan 
offer was secured, with subsequent split loan offer 
on 17th Jan 2019 enabling Exchange of contracts 
on 18th Jan 2019

• Deposits raised by the trust towards the ‘84 

Late Shantilal & Lalitaben Thakkar Parivar na Jai Shree Krishna
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Vaishnav’ scheme circa £400k enabled timely 
exchange

• On night of 16th Jan 2019 Rajan Pitamber guided us 
in ritual ways to ensure a smooth purchase due to 
unexpected obstacles arising at the eleventh hour

• Finally Exchange took place on 18th January 
2019 and thereafter trustees in the presence of 
Jeje hosted two open days and a programme in 
November 18th and Feb 2019 to announce and 
update the donors and public about the purchase 

29th May 19 
The VUSK trust acquired new charitable status CIO 
(charitable incorporated organisation ) the vrajdham 
Haveli Leicester and the Shrinathdham Haveli & 
Community Centre Harrow are now governed under 
the new CIO compliance .

28th June 2019
• Completion date - Shrinathdham property fully 

acquired

Jul - Aug 2019
• Internal changes and work contracts awarded 
• Raj Pankhania ensured additional changes and 

improvements to the Haveli and the basement 
accommodation to house Mukhyaji and visitors 
from India 

• Various teams assisted with the door design and 
with all decorative works to Nij Mandir

• Thakorji arrived safely on 20th Aug 2019 and with 
Jeje and Yadunathji’s guidance THAKORJI has 
been accommodated in his Haveli

• The VSUK team is preparing for the excitement of 
the official Inauguration Event between Friday 30th 
Aug - Sunday 1st Sep 

Incredible VAISHNAV connections  
woven by Thakorji
It’s really amazing that every one of those involved in 
the acquisition from vendors, to financiers, to legal 
advisors have had some connection with Thakorji 
through their grandparents and forefathers who all 
happened to be pious Vaishnavs. This is the ‘alokik’ 
(ethereal) manner in which Bhagwan arranges for 
remarkable outcomes through His ‘lila’ for His 
beloved chosen ones.

The legal due diligence towards the tail end became 
sleepless and stressful nights for all parties involved. 
However with Thakorji bawa’s krupa and Jeje’s 
ashirwad it was apparent at all stages that Thakorji 
had firmly decided on His abode. Being ‘natko’ 
(playful) He just gave us a run around with legal/
financial twists and turns and tough negotiations! 

The Shrinathdham Haveli is established for all 
Vaishnavs and it doesn’t matter whether one is 
a large or a small donor. All that matters is that 
the Vaishnavs and Hindus are now able to benefit 
and partake in any Seva they wish for whether it 

be financial 
‘dhan’; physical 
volunteering 
support ‘tan’; 
or by ‘man’ 
thoughtful, 
creative, artistic 
and intellectual 
contributions.



What is Pushtimarg?

Pushtimarg (The Path of Grace) is a Vaishnav sect of the Hindu religion, founded by Shreemad 

Vallabhacharyaji (known as Shree Mahaprabhuji) around 1500 AD. Shree Vallabhacharyaji is one of the five 

main Acharyas of the Hindu Religion. The other four being Shree Shankaracharya, Shree Ramanujacharya, 

Shree Madhavacharya and Shree Nimbarkacharya. These acharyas have a very significant contribution 

towards the revival of the Bhakti movement and upbringing of the Hindu Religion. Shree Mahaprabhuji 

propagated the philosophy of Shuddhadvaita which forms the basis of Pushtimarg devotional practice.
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Pushtimarg Characteristics
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Pushtimarg of Shri Vallabha is a “Sampradaya” – 
which means a “Religious system or school”.  
A Sampradaya has 8 characteristics:

1) Acharya  
Guru Shri Vallabha and his descendents are our 
teachers.

2) Ishta Swaroop 
We serve Balkrishna swaroops, Shri Govardhan 
Nathji.

3) Mantra  
Two mantras are given by Acharyas in Pushti – 
Ashtakshar or Naam  mantra, and Brahmsambandh 
or Nivedan mantra.

4) Vedanta  
We follow Vallabha’s Suddh Advait Vedanta teaching.

5) Dharma Chinaha 
Symbols, e.g. wearing Tulsi maala, Tilak, etc.

6) Parampara Gaadi 
Vansha, lineage of Vallabha family descendants head 
the faith.

7) Sadhan Pranali  
Seva prakar, protocol and rules of Nitya/daily seva.

8) Phal 
Fruit of seva is Bhagvat Praapti, attaining Bhagvan.

Each of the above eight characteristics could 
be explored into further with greater detail. The 
objective of this essay is to just give an overview and 
introduction. 

As mentioned before, 
there are many paths to 
reach Bhagvan, either 
through different religions, 
or through different 
Hindu sampradayas.  It 
is like various schools 
with different protocols, 
teachers and uniforms, yet 
curriculum is similar and the 
concluding result is a similar 
qualification in the end. 
We try to choose the most 
comfortable, attractive, 
interesting or easiest path to 
attain our goal. Our chosen 
path is Path Of Grace and 
intense love (Krupa Marg) as 
taught by Shri Mahaprabhu 
Vallabhacharya. 

After deep study and practical experience 
Vallabhacharya introduced a simple way to attain 
God by following simple principles and rules. 
Bhagvan Himself showers His grace on His 
Pushtimarg Vaishnavas and we obtain spiritual 
nourishment thereby. Here follows a summary of key 
characteristic points:

• Instead of ritualistic worship (puja) the emphasis 
is on an elaborated Seva (service) and bhakti 
of Lord Krishna (endearingly referred to as Shri 
Govardhan Nathji, or Shri Nathji for short) to fulfil 
every kind of happiness of the Baal swaroop. Thus 
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mind remains fully engaged and focused on a 
personal God, which reinforces our bhakti.

• Seva is done with the mindset (bhava) as if we are 
serving a child with love and care and the swaroop 
is no other than Paramatma Shri Krishna Bhagvan 
Himself. 

• Bhagvan is also lovingly referred to as Shri 
Thakorji, meaning “lord of the manor” since child 
Krishna grew up in a Haveli (grand house) and 
hence is termed lord of the big house. (Thakor is 
the traditional Indian name given to the wealthy 
head of a large property/land).

• In this Bhakti Marg, Pushti Vaishnavas perform 
Seva at home along with responsibilities of 
family and society life (i.e. we remain Grihasta = 
householders). Bhagvan is invited into our own 
Home rather than sought Outside.

• Pushtimargis do not renounce life to become 
reclusive or celibate sanyasis, but perform their 
Dharma duty to life and Seva to Krishna with 
support of family.

• Griha Seva - personal service is performed at 
home, with bhava (unconditional loving attitude) to 
a personal God Swaroop (Thakorji) that has been 
sanctified (Pushtav) by the Vallabhkul Balak (guru 
of Vallabhacharya’s lineage).

• As per Hindu tradition, one has to be initiated 
by a Guru to follow Pushtimarg, and our gurus 
(Goswami balaks) are from the lineage of 
Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharyaji. Seva can then be 
performed after initiation/permission of Vallabhkul 
through taking of Bhramasambandh. 

• Unlike most ritualistic Pujas (honouring, adoration 
for attaining blessings or other material things), 
this Pushti Seva is undertaken selflessly without 
asking for any returns or rewards – just out of pure 
sincere love and devotion.

• Always the mind is focussed only on Krishna = 
“Bhramavad” = all is Krishna. The Ashtakshra 
mantra is constantly chanted anywhere at anytime 
by all devotees.

• All Vaishnavas greet each other with the words Jai 
Shri Krishna (praise be to Bhagvan) – praising the 
spark of Krishna that resides in each jeev atma.

• Vaishnavas greet the Vallabhkul gurus with the 
words Dandvat Pranam (meaning loosely, bowing 
in reverence and honour) and are in return greeted 
by the reply Ashirwad (blessings unto you to 
progress in your bhakti). People ask why we 
shouldn’t say Jai Shri Krishna to the Vallabhkuls? 
Well because, firstly they already know that 
Krishna is Great and long live Krishna. The living 
flame of Krishna in their jeev atmas is of much, 
much greater intensity than the tiny spark in ours. 
Secondly, by repeating the same to us we won’t 
have gained anything new from the guru, and the 
guru would feel the opportunity has been wasted 
during this interaction where they would rather 
enlighten us and advance us forward on our 
spiritual journey. Therefore when they reply instead 
with Ashirvad they are passing on some benefit to 
us for our welfare – the blessings that have a great 
positive effect on our spiritual and material life too. 
The bona fide gurus of today are like the ancient 
rishis of yesteryear with supernatural intelligence 
and abilities – just one word, one touch, or even 
one glance can thrust us beyond our imagination 
to achieve bliss, peace, happiness and prosperity. 
(There are many anecdotes in the Puranas that 
convey this message and idea about the power of 
the bona fide guru).

• Wearing of a Tulsi kanthi necklace for all, doing 
Tilak (U) for males, red Bindi and saree for women 
are the main symbols. Tulsi maala  is used for 
doing jaap (repetition of mantra)

Kiranbhai and Umaben Thakkar and Family na Jai Shree Krishna
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• Like all Hindu faiths there is a female counterpart, 
Shakti, to the male God. In the case of Pushtimarg 
Lord Shri Krishna is closely associated with Shri 
Yamuna also known as Kalindi or Swaminiji. She 
is one of the 8 wives of Lord Krishna who married 
Him in Dwarika as Kalindi. Shri Yamunaji is the 
gateway for the soul’ s journey to Shri Nathji. She 
helps the ardent Vaishnava to reach Shri Krishna 
Thakorji and attain His grace. She purifies the 
souls and removes all obstacles of Vaishnavas and 
hence is therefore also known as Krupa Shakti. 
She is the most beloved of Lord Shrinathji. In fact 

Shri Yamunaji is of greatest importance because 
it was due to Her grace that Shri Vallabha gained 
first darshan (sight) of Lord Shrinathji on the banks 
of Yamuna River (Thakurani Ghat). It was here 
that Shri Vallabh was inspired to write the famous 
hymn of gratitude called Yamunastak, which is 
important for all Vaishnavas to recite.

Having covered some of the key principles we thus 
come to the end of the brief introduction and insight 
into the vast ocean of Pushtimarg Dharma faith. 
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Vaishnavacharya P. P. Goswami 
108 Shree Dwarkeshlalji Mohadayshree
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Descending from the divine Vallabhkul linage, 
Vaishnavacharya Shree Dwarkeshlalji Mahoday Shree 
(Jeje Shree) is the 17th Descendant of Jagadguru 
Shreemad Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji.The saintly 
and revered Vallabhacharya had established the 
Vaishnav bhakti sampradaya of Pushtimarg ‘The Path  
of Devotional Grace’. 

Following in the footsteps of his illustrious forefather, 
Jeje Shree mastered from a very young age 
numerous Vedic Shastras, Shreemad Bhagwat 
Puran, Gitaji, all Pushtimargiya granths, and has also 
attained a Masters degree in Sanskrit. Jeje Shree has 
dedicated his life in serving Pushtimarg, Vaishnavs, 
our Hindu culture, religion as well as humanity, in the 
same vein as Jagadguru Shreemad Vallabhacharya 
Mahaprabhuji.

From the age of 17 Jeje Shree has been on a 
relentless spiritual mission, tirelessly touring 
around the globe, with the sole goal of revitalising 
Pushtimarg dharma. Lovingly and selflessly Jeje 
Shree has undertaken a colossal dharmic duty to 
awaken, enlighten, and motivate devotees worldwide. 
With his eloquent oratorical prowess and vast depth 

of knowledge Jeje Shree has gained tremendous 
popularity and captivated audiences both young and 
old. His stimulating discourses laden with precious 
gyan have successfully convinced and nurtured the 
numerous Vaishnav diaspora back to their treasured 
religion. His aim is to create unity amongst our Hindu 
society and to preserve the rich heritage of Pushtimarg.

Acharya Shree Dwarkeshlalji has been instrumental 
in building Havelis and establishing Vaishnav Sangh 
charity organisations in all 5 continents of our globe. 
These vital centres provide an essential base for 
local community education, satsangh, and much 
more. One of the first Haveli’s was established in 
Nairobi, Kenya called ‘Shree Vallabhdham Haveli’. In 
Melbourne, Australia, Jeje Shree established ‘Shree 
Nathdwara Haveli’ followed by the ‘Shrinathdham 
Haveli’ in Maryland, USA. In Jeje Shree’s Home 
country, India – he has established numerous Havelis. 
Leicester’s U.K. ‘Vrajdham Haveli’ was founded 
in 2011, and now the Haveli that everyone has 
anxiously been awaiting, London’s ‘Shrinathdham 
Haveli’ based in the heart of Harrow, U.K. 

Along with various religious activities, Jeje Shree 
also performs a great number of charitable deeds 
benefiting society such as funding the needy; 
education for children; free medical camps; 
donations for cataract surgeries; daily feeding 
programs; various donations towards natural 
calamities in various countries; and tree planting 
programs are amongst some of the activities that 
Jeje Shree generously contributes to for the welfare 
of the world at large.
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Paths of Sanatan Dharma 
the 3 roads to the final truth

Gyan Marg - Knowledge, Meditation, Reading
Karma Marg - Action, Poojas, Yagnas, Vratas
Bhakti Marg - Devotion, Love Of God, Implicit Surrender

There are three paths that Hindus follows to understand the ultimate 
truth, to know Bhagvan:

1. In Gyan marg a person realises his true self through knowledge and 
truth. This is said to be the most difficult of all as it is filled with many 
hurdles. Gyan marg is not possible for all people to follow, since one 
needs an enlightened good Guru and devote a lot of time. But for an 
educated person, having sufficient mental capability Gyan marg is 
preferred, as they can spread the light of Gyan jyoti into many Agyan 
people. Hence this path may be said to be for the **Analytical, 
Intellectual, Academically inclined persons**

2. Karma Marg is the path of hard work. The journey in this path 
revolves around the work one does, and one’s actions. A person is known by the kind of karma he does 
and with the right karma he attains the eternal bliss. Hence this path may be said to be suitable for the 
**Mechanical, Dynamic, Pragmatically inclined persons**

3. Bhakti marg is suitable for anyone and everyone. It is just surrendering in totality. For a layperson Bhakti 
marg is the preferred choice to reach Bhagvan, if not in this birth, at least in future births. This path of 
Devotion is where one renounces everything and leaves everything to Bhagvan. It is the easiest path 
and one needs to have just pure faith (shraddha) to be able to walk this path. Faith is the driving factor; if 
one loses it then his bhakti is over. Hence this path may be said to be suitable for the **Emotional, Even-
Tempered, Sentimentally inclined persons**

In actuality and practice a mixture of all these paths can lead one to the final truth. As without Gyan we would 
never know the final truth, without Devotion we will not be able to enjoy it, and without Karma we will not be 
able to achieve it.

Laximiben Jaychandbhai Depala & Family na Jai Shree Krishna
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Bhakti
Bhakti Yoga is described by Swami Vivekananda as “the path of systematised devotion for the attainment of 
union with the Absolute”. In the twelfth chapter of the Gita Lord Krishna describes bhakti yoga as a path to the 
highest spiritual attainments. In the ninth chapter of the Gita, He says:

“Fill thy mind with Me, be My devotee, sacrifice unto Me, bow down to Me; thus having made thy heart 
steadfast in Me, taking Me as the Supreme Goal, thou shalt come to Me.” (Gita 9.34)

The Bhaagvat Puran (7.5.23-24) teaches nine similar facets of bhakti which devotees should practice to attain 
their goal, as explained by devotee Prahlada. The following are the nine facets called Navdha bhakti:

1) śhravana  “listening” to the scriptural stories of Krishna and his companions
2) kīrtana  “praising,” usually refers to ecstatic group singing
3) smarana  “remembering” or fixing the mind on Krishna and His leelas stories 
4) pāda-sevana  rendering service, surrendering at the feet of a guru
5) archana  worshiping an image swaroop of Krishna
6) vandana  paying homage, prostration before Krishna
7) dāsya  act of servitude towards Krishna
8) sākhya friendship, close personal association with Krishna 
9) ātma-nivedana  absolute self-surrender to Krishna without thought of any personal gains or rewards

There are two main types of Bhakti: -
Maryada bhakti - which is limited to an extent

The Maryada path is followed for attaining liberation (mukti / moksha), or for material benefits, and is practised 
through worship of other forms of gods/ goddesses (devtas). The devotee gives up worldly pleasures and 
dedicates his/her complete life to worshipping a deity of choice. The devotee is sincerely committed and 
follows shastras, rituals, poojas. When the devotee becomes eligible, the deity gives liberation and the devotee 
is freed of undergoing the cycle of life and birth forever.

Pusti bhakti - grace filled, bountiful, overflowing love

Shri Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharya, the founder of Pushtimarg dharma advocated the Pushti bhakti path, which 
is essentially the ninth facet mentioned above Atma-nivedana. It is that bhakti which gives itself up - body, 
heart and soul - to the cause and service (seva) of Bhagvan Shri Krishna.

It is considered to be the fullest expression of what is known as Atma-nivedana (= giving-up of oneself) among 
the nine forms of bhakti (Navdha Bhakti). It is the bhakti of the devotee who worships Bhagvaan not for any 
reward but only for His sake. Such a devotee goes to reside with Krishna after leaving this body and lives in 
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eternal bliss enjoying the sports (leela) of the Lord. The classical example of this complete self-effacement is 
that of the gopis towards Krishna. They spoke no word except prayer and they moved no step except towards 
Krishna. Their supreme-most meditation was on the lotus-feet of Krishna. Thus it is by Bhagvan’s grace alone 
that one can obtain release from bondage and attain Krishna’s heavenly abode.

The Pushti path does not limit itself to liberation (moksha), or material benefits. Liberation has no bliss in itself 
for the pushti devotee. The Ananda (bliss) aspect of Shri Krishna is what a pushti devotee seeks through 
his devotion. This ananda lies nowhere else for the ardent devotee but in Shri Krishna’s bhakti alone. Pushti 
Bhakti can never be practised with an expectation in return, just as a mother loves and cares for her dear child 
without reservation and without expectation of reward. Hence pushti bhakti is called “Bhaituki”, i.e. without a 
reason, or “Nishkama” or desire less. Hence a Pushti Bhakta does Lord Krishna’s bhakti with bountiful love 
with only one aim and that is to please Krishna - called “Prema Lakshana Bhakti”, which is explained by Shri 
Vallabha as “Total Surrender to Lord Shri Krishna”. 
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During the 12th to 16th century there was a 
renaissance of the Bhakti faith in India, and five 
great schools (sampradaya) of Vaishnavism arose, 
founded by great saints (acharyas) Madhava, 
Ramanuja, Nimbarka, Chaitanya, and Vallabha. 
They all promoted and encouraged the aspect of 
fervent devotion to Lord Krishna. One of these, the 
Pushtimarg or Path of Grace of Shri Vallabhacharya 
(born in 1479 AD) is followed today by millions of 
people, mostly from North and West India. 

This school of thought is unique in Vaishnavism for its 
philosophy of Suddh Advait (pure monism, or “pure 
non-dualism”). It teaches the world is true, real, good 
and pure and not separate from the divine. But what 
could be false about the world is the way we see it. It 
teaches the world is the manifestation of the Supreme 
Godhead Bhagvan Shri Krishna. 

Vallabhacharya’s sampradaya teaches that:
• Everything is Krishna and nothing but Krishna – 

that we are not separate entities.

• We are Jeev atmas trying to re-connect to the 
Paramatma from where we originated – the 
Purushottam Krishna. 

• Shri Vallabha sees equality in “essence” of the 
individual self with Bhagvan. There is no real 
difference between the two (like the analogy of 
sparks to the fire). 

• Shri Vallabha does however say Bhagvan is the 
whole (purna) and the individual is the part (ansh). 

• The jeev atma is both a doer and enjoyer. 
It is atomic in size, but pervades the whole 

body through its essence of intelligence (like 
sandalwood makes its presence felt through its 
scent even if sandalwood can’t be seen). 

• Bhagvan is not only the creator of the universe 
but is the universe itself. Shri Vallabha cites the 
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad account, that Bhagvan 
desired to become many, and He became the 
multitude of individual souls and the world.

• Bhakti is the means of salvation, though Gyan is 
also useful. 

• The highest goal is not moksha or liberation, but 
rather eternal service of Krishna and participation 
along with His activities in His Divine abode of 
Vrindavana. 

• Shri Vallabha lays great stress on a life of 
unqualified love and devotion towards Bhagvan 
Shri Krishna. The pure love for Shri Krishna in His 
child manifestation is shown through seva (services 
to Bhagvan) and smaran (remembering Bhagvan). 

• Vallabhacharya strongly believed that Bhagvan 
means personal God – the Supreme Being he 
could not accept the nirguna (without attribute) 
and nirakar (without form) nature of God. He firmly 
believed that Bhagvan is in the personal form 
only; therefore this personal form can accept his 
devotion and services (seva bhakti). 

• The enjoyment of Bhagvan’s bliss and Bhagvan’s 
grace are considered as the primary goals of the 
devotee, seeking liberation is secondary to it. 

• Achieving the knowledge (Gyan or gnan) – 
brahmagyan or atmagyan - is not considered as 
important as the personal services (seva) rendered 
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to Shri Krishna. Liberation automatically follows 
the total surrender and devotion by Krishna’s 
grace only.

• The objective is to please Shri Krishna who is 
considered as Naraayan or God himself (Svayam 
Bhagavan). 

• The reason for the creation is considered as no 
other than the sport pastime (leelá) of Shri Krishna, 
and is unlike illusion (maya) of Vedanta. 

• To be with Krishna we serve with Bhava 
(unconditional loving attitude) like the Gopis of 
Vrindavan. [Gopi = also means absorbing love of 
Krishna with 11 senses i.e. 5 sense organs plus 
the 5 senses plus the mind]. 

In all the philosophical traditions, it is common 
practice to describe how the Supreme Lord is related 
to our surroundings and us. In the system of Suddh 
Advait Vedanta, the One Ultimate Reality is the only 
category. Every other thing has proceeded from Him 
at the time of creation, is non-different from Him 
during creation and merges into Him at the time of 
dissolution. The two other well-known categories 
namely the animate souls (jeevs) and the inanimate 
objects are respectively His parts and modifications. 
The animate souls are His parts because they retain 
to some extent the essential qualities thereof namely 
consciousness and joy. The inanimate objects are 
His modification because the above said qualities are 
absent therein.

In Vallabhacharya’s philosophy the atma, Nature 
(Prakriti /universe) and everything else is real but 
appears distinct from Bhagvan until one is totally 
engrossed in the bhakti of Shri Krishna, at that time 
everything is realised as Bhagvan. Just as Gopis used 
to see and realised everything as Krishna and nothing 
but Krishna. For example, when they were selling 

butter they used to see Krishna instead of butter!

Surprisingly, in this non-dualistic philosophy the 
general belief that Bhagvan is unparalleled, the 
one and only is still maintained. The difference in 
Vallabhacharya’s tradition and other Vaishnava 
Acharya’s traditions is in the style of worship or 
devotion and in the use of specific terminologies. 

In Pushtimarg the initiation into the tradition means 
“Brahmsambandh.” The word “Brahmsambandh” 
literally means the relationship (sambandh) or 
union of the soul with Brahm (the supreme entity 
or Bhagvan). Brahmsambandh is needed to 
transform the ordinary jeev (soul) to Pushti jeev 
(pure or graced soul). The exclusive rights to grant 
Brahmsambandh are only given to the descendants 
of Shri Vallabhacharya who initiate devotees through 
two specific mantras:

1. Ashtakshar mantra: the 8 syllable ‘Shri Krishna 
Sharanam Mama’

2. Nivedan or Brahmsambandh mantra: a longer 
mantra recited in front of Thakorji

“Pushtimarg” means the path of spiritual nourishment 
through the grace of God/Bhagvan. The one who is 
admitted to the Pushtimarg gets the kind of purity of 
one’s soul, which is needed to be eligible to pursue 
bhakti (meaning, the daily worshiping or services 
called seva of the image/murti (as if it is a living 
deity) which is known as Pushti Chitraji / Swaroop, 
respectively), and develop a personal relationship 
with Bhagvan. 

Vallabhacharya was a contemporary of Chaitanya 
Mahaprabhuji. Shri Chaitanya’s tradition is 
known for the Kirtan Bhakti of adult Krishna, and 
Vallabhacharya’s tradition is known for the Seva 
Bhakti of child Krishna (Lálji). 
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Shrinathji, a divine form of Shri Krishna, manifested 
centuries ago in the form of a seven-year-old 
child (balak) on the holy mountain of Shree Girirajji 
(Govardhan), located in the Vraj region of modern day 
Uttar Pradesh state. 

Garga muni (a rishi / guru of the Yadava dynasty) 
has written about this in a scripture called ‘Garga 
Samhita’. Being the family priest Garga muni also 
performed the naming ceremony (nam karan) of 
bhagvan Shri Krishna. 

The story goes back to the time when Shri Krishna 
was compelled to leave His Gokul home and visit His 
mama Kamsa in Mathura. Kamsa’s army commander 
and ambassador Akrurji was sent to fetch Shri 
Krishna. At the sad thought of being parted from 
their beloved Son both Yashodaji and Nandaji were 
in despair and questioned Krishna what would they 
do without Him? Reassuring and comforting His 
upset parents Shri Krishna asked them which leela 
performed by Him did they find most enchanting in 
all these years? Yashodaji and Nandababa lovingly 
replied that they cherished most the Govardhan leela 
that He had performed. It was the leela where His left 
hand was raised carrying the mountain to provide 
refuge for all the inhabitants (vrajvasis) from a terrible 
storm unleashed by the enraged Indra deva. 

Krishna bhagvan there and then manifested an exact 
same second image (swaroop), posing with his left 
hand raised up lifting the Govardhan, right hand 
rested on the waist, and advised Nandababa and 
Yashodaji to perform seva of His replica swaroop. 

Krishna bhagvan Himself told them “there is no 
difference between Myself and this swaroop”. 
Hence Yashodaji, Nandaji and the vrajvasis had no 
longer any reason to worry or accompany bhagvan 
to nearby Mathura, because Shri Krishna was now 
present in Vraj as Shrinathji’s swaroop. Many years 
later when Nandaji, Yashodaji and the Vraj bhaktas 
were leaving the earthly realm for the divine abode 
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Swadham, they placed this swaroop within a cavity 
(kandra) of the Giriraj/Govardhan mountain as 
advised by Shrinathji Himself. 

During kaliyuga many centuries later in 1479 CE 
Shri Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharya took birth on 
earth. During a pilgrimage (yatra) in Jharkhand state 
Shrinathji appeared to Mahaprabhuji and instructed 
him to reach Govardhan to re-establish His swaroop 
for performing seva. Shri Mahaprabhuji immediately 
headed to Jatipura town in Vraj, and upon his arrival 
Sadu Pandey’s family warmly welcomed him. The 
entire family was so engrossed in serving their saintly 

guest that Naro (daughter of Sadu Pandey who daily 
fed Shreeji with milk) forgot to take the milk on that 
day! Soon after feeling hungry, Shreeji sweetly called 
upon Naro and asked her to bring Him some milk. 
Thereafter, Sadu Pandey and all present narrated the 
entire story of how Shrinathji has appeared on Giriraj, 
and how He is performing various leelas and making 
everyone so blissfully happy. They also enquired 
Mahaprabhuji on whether Shreeji is mentioned in any 
granths (scriptures) or not? Mahaprabhuji lovingly 
explained to them the divine being of Shrinathji is 
mentioned in Garg Samhita. 

The following day Mahaprabhuji headed up Girirajji 
with great joy and pomp to re-establish Shreeji and 
bring him fully out from the kandra (cavity). However 
just as eager and excited Mahaprabhuji was feeling 
to meet Shreeji, equally excited too was Shreeji on 
the other end to meet Shri Vallabhacharya. Unable 
to wait for Mahaprabhuji’s arrival Shrinathji Himself 
hastily emerged out of the kandra and fervently ran 
towards Shri Mahaprabhuji. Both ran towards each 
other with great excitement and upon meeting they 
adoringly embraced each other. This first meeting 
is known as the ‘Pratham Milan’ of Shrinathji and 
Mahaprabhuji. After this delightful emotional event 
Mahaprabhuji made a very small hut like mandir and 
comfortably placed his beloved Shreeji therein. Here 
bhagvan Shri Krishna in the form of Shrinathji was 
lovingly offered a new dhoti, adorned with a pagh 
(headdress) and a gunja mala (floral garland) from 
neighbouring gunja trees.

Thus commenced the foundation of seva prakar of 
unflinching love and bhakti (devotion) towards Shri 
Govardhan Nathji.
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Shree Yamuna, one of the great rivers of India is also 
known as the Queen consort of Lord Shri Krishna. 
She is the daughter of SURYA (the Sun) and sister of 
Yama (god of judgement at death) and Shani (Saturn 
the dispenser of karma-phal). Goloka the divine 
abode of the Lord is the home of Yamuna. When 
the Lord dictated Yamuna to descend on the earth, 
she first went round Shri Krishna and thereafter with 
great force she descended upon Sumeru Mountain 
peak. Her journey continued towards the southern 
side of the great mountain chains and reached the 
peak of Kalind. Since Yamuna began her journey 
downwards from the peak of Kalind she became 
known as Kalindi. Crossing and piercing many peaks 
and wetting expansive plains along the way, Yamuna 
travelled fast to reach Vrindavana and Mathura in Vraj 
region. 

In Gokul, the extremely beautiful Yamuna gathered 
a group of teenage girls to participate in the Raas 
of Lord Krishna (spiritually soul unifying dance). She 
also selected an abode there for her permanent stay. 
In Pushtimarg, Shri Yamunaji occupies the most 
important position as the “Beloved of ShriNathji”. 
Shree Radhikaji and Shree Yamunaji are both 
indispensable Sakhis (friends) and Soul mates of 
Shree Thakurji. She is not merely a river, but also 
represents the fluid form of Bhakti, utter devotion that 
flows eternally. During the Divine Raas when Shree 
Radhikaji was upset with the sudden disappearance 
of Shree Thakurji (to bring down the ego of other 
Gopanganas), Shree Krishna sent Shree Yamunaji 
in his own costumes and ornaments. She looked 
exactly like Shree Krishna to wipe away the gloom 
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from Shree Radhikaji’s face. Since then Shree 
Yamunaji is always seen in clothes and ornaments 
similar to ShriNathji (Shree Krishna). 

She is the very embodiment of divine grace. Shrimad 
Vallabhacharyaji gained his first darshan of the 
Lord through Her grace. When Vallabhji first came 
to Vraj he rested on the shores of the holy river 
Yamunaji. The place where he first rested was (at 
that time) just outside the small village of Gokul. 
Yamunaji appeared before him and through Her 
grace Vallabhji was able to talk directly to the Shri 
Krishna Himself. This place is now hallowed as the 
Thakurani Ghat. It is here that ShriNathji came to 
talk directly to Vallabhj at midnight on the 11th day 
of the bright fortnight of the month of Shravan. At 
this time, ShriNathji gave Vallabhacharyaji the key to 
free souls from this wicked age of Kaliyuga. As Shri 

Yamunaji was the intermediary for this first meeting 
Vallabhji expressed his gratitude to Her by writing 
his famous Yamunashtaka. Of his 16 main works, 
written for advising and guiding his devotees, this is 
probably the most important hymn in Pushti Marg. 
Shri Mahaprabhuji was so impressed by the power 
of the place, he decided to have a house built near 
the area at Adel. There are many festivals and major 
religious celebrations celebrated on the banks of the 
confluence. 

Therefore, Shree Yamunaji holds the position 
of requisite intermediary between Shree 
Goverdhannathji  (Shri Krishna) and his devotees. 
There are many literary works available even today 
depicting the glory and grace of Shree Yamunaji on 
pushti souls. 
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Brief History of Shree Mahaprabhuji

Shree Vallabhacharyaji was born into a very noble and learned Brahmin family from Andhra Pradesh, South 
India. Shree Vallabhacharyaji’s ancestors had a very staunch religious background and included learned 
Brahmins like Shree Yagnanarayan Bhatt and Shree Ganapati Bhatt who wrote several books on religion and 
devotion. Shree Vallabhacharyaji was the second son of Shree Lakshman Bhattji and Smt. Illammagaruji. 
Their ancestors had performed several Soma Yagnas and Shree Lakshman Bhattji completed 100 Soma 
Yagnas. Lord Vishnu blessed Shree Yagnanarayanji that on completion of 100 Soma Yagnas that Bhagvan 
Himself would incarnate in his family.
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Thus when 100 Soma Yagnas were complete, Shree Lakshman Bhattji went to Kashi (Benares) to accomplish 
his vow of feeding 1.25 lakhs Brahmins. However, he could not complete this task as there were political 
disturbances in Kashi. On his way home southwards he halted at a place called Champaran, and it was there 
that Illmmagaruji gave birth to a stillborn baby. With sadness they left the child under a tree and proceeded 
ahead. On the same night Shree Lakshman Bhattji heard a heavenly voice ordering him to go back to the 
baby and pick it up, as it was misunderstood to be stillborn. That baby was no ordinary one, but Shree 
Vallabh had taken birth. On reaching the spot where they had kept the baby they found the child alive, 
encircled and protected by a divine fire.

Shree Vallabh was a brilliant and extraordinary child. He finished studying all the Vedas and all the prominent 
scriptures at a very early age. At the age of 11 he began his pilgrimage around India. During the second 
pilgrimage, Lord Krishna appeared in the form of Lord Shreenathji and ordered him to establish Pushtimarg 
and promulgate the pushti kind of devotion among the chosen ones and bring them back to their original 
state in God’s own domain. i.e. Vaikunth or Golok-dham. The question in Shree Vallabh’s mind was that the 
divine souls in this world are highly influenced by the materialistic world and their souls and body have lost 
the kind of purity that is needed for their reunion with the Supreme entity i.e. Bhagvan Shri Krishna.

On Shravan Sud Ekadashi Shree Mahaprabhuji along with Damodardas Harsaniji were at Gokul on the banks 
of Shree Yamunaji. At Govind Ghat Shree Mahaprabhuji was puzzled by a thought. How do the divine beings 
get an opportunity to serve Shreeji in this Kaliyug? At about midnight Shree Nathji appeared and ordained 
Shree Mahaprabhuji that “to whomever you or your descendants will give this diksha (Brahmasambandh) I 
shall consider them My own. That soul who dedicates himself to Me will start a new beginning to life and I 
will absolve their sins of the past and will never abandon that soul. After Brahmasambandh they should offer 
everything they partake to Me first and then receive it for themselves.”
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On the auspicious day of Shravan Sud Ekadashi, Shree Vallabh Acharya and Shree Damodardas Harsaniji 
(Damlaji) were at the banks of the Yamuna River in Gokul at the Govind Ghat.

Shree Vallabh Acharya Mahaprabhuji was deep in thought and was concerned as to how will the jeevas get to 
their ultimate destination, the lotus feet of Bhagwan Shree Krishna. At about midnight, Bhagwan Shree Nathji 
(none other than Bhagwan Shree Krishna) appeared and gave darshans to Shree 
Vallabh Acharya Mahaprabhuji.

He told Shree Vallabh that every jeeva that was initiated (Given Bhrama Sambandh) 
will be accepted at my lotus feet. Bhrama Sambandh is the only way to reunite the 
jeeva (soul) to paramatma (super soul aka Bhagwan Shree Krishna).

Bhrama Sambandh is offered by a Vallabh kul Balak to the jeeva. It is a simple 
ceremony and the meaning of the surrender mantra (also known as the Gadhya 
Mantra) is explained as follows:

Thousands of years have passed due to the separation from Bhagwan 
Shree Krishna, the agony that has been generated in the heart due 
to the separation from Bhagwan Shree Krishna. I the individual 
soul, in whom the sentiment has become dormant, dedicate my 
soul, body, senses, every breath, inner senses and their attributes, 
spouse, family, family relations, punya, and paap earned by way of 
effects of previous births related to Bhagwan Shree Krishna (Gopijan 
Vallabh = the most beloved to Krishna).

I am yours ‘o’ Krishna, I am yours ‘o’ Krishna,  
I am yours ‘o’ Krishna. Krishna Tavasmi.

The mantra is very sacred, hence the Sanskrit version is not written 
or recited except in front of Bhagwan Shree Krishna. However, the 
above translation explains the meaning of the mantra.

With receiving the Bhrama Sambandh, Krupa (mercy) of Guru and 
Bhagwan Shree Krishna is bestowed upon the jeeva. This is like going 
into a new chapter of your life.

Bhrama Sambandh 
Bhrama (Bhagwan Shree Krishna) Sambandh (Relationship).
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Origin of the word “Haveli”
Authoritative references state that the word “Haveli” originated from the Arabic hav-li, meaning “surrounding 
or private space”, then entered Persian and later incorporated into the Indian/Hindi vocabulary during the 
Mughal era. A Haveli is a traditional town house or a mansion of a wealthy family, usually having some 
architectural significance. In the latter part of the 14th & 15th century the word Haveli came to be used as a 
general term to designate various styles of regional mansions (grand dwellings). 

The main feature of a Haveli is that it included a central courtyard, which was also a common feature of the 
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earliest houses in ancient India. The construction of 
such traditional ‘courtyard homes’ were influenced by 
the ancient principles of the Vedic teaching of Vastu 
Shashtra (architectural science), which states that all 
dwelling spaces should emerge from a single focal 
point, that is from the centre of the house.  All the 
daily activity of the family revolved around this chowk 
(square courtyard). It served as a source of light for 
all the rooms surrounding the chowk, and helped to 
keep the house ventilated during the hot season.  

Emergence of the word Haveli in the Pushtimarg 
Sampradaya of Shri Vallabh Acharya
The Pushtimarg Vaishnava sect places a very high 
emphasis on reaching Shri Nathji (Shri Krishna) 
through SEVA (Servitude). The reasons for adopting 
the worship in the form of Seva is said to be because 
we mankind are blessed with Shri Krishna’s gift of 
life, health and wealth and the only way to reach the 
“charan” feet of Thakurji Krishna, is by being His 
servants or SEVAKS. The word Thakur literally means 
‘lord of the manor’ or the head of the Haveli. Seva is 
an essential element of adoration and reverence of 
Shri Thakurji. All Pushtimarg followers are expected 
to perform Seva (in their own homes) to their 
personal deity of Baal Krishna (Baby Krishna, also 
affectionately referred to as “Lala”). Here we have to 
make a subtle distinction between the term ”SEVA” 
which means reverence and adoration conducted 
through acts of Servitude without asking for anything 
in return; and the term “PUJA” which means a prayer 
ritual or act of devotional worship, usually entailing 
the expectation of a reward in return.

The descendants of Shri Vallabh Acharya perform 
Seva at home of their personal swaroop of Shri 
Krishna. This place of ‘worship’ then actually 
becomes a kind of a temple or mandir of the 
Pushtimarg sampradaya, though it is called a “Haveli” 

as further explained hereunder. Haveli literally means 
a mansion, and during the period of Vallabha Acharya 
(born 1479 CE) the Vaishnavas started to apply the 
then commonly used word for a ‘large house’. Hence 
the term Haveli came to refer to the place of worship/
seva of Baal Shri Krishna (child swaroop of Krishna 
Bhagwan).

Here the Seva of Thakurji is performed with the heart 
filled devotional feelings (Bhaav) of the Nandalaya 
(meaning as if the child Shri Krishna is residing in the 
dwelling of Nanda maharaj). That is to say, as if the 
Sevak (devotee) is actually rendering his Seva to Baal 
Krishna in Gokul, in the haveli of Nanda Baba (Shri 
Krishna Bhagwan’s foster father).

Who was “Nanda Baba”?
Hindu Purana scriptures explain that Nanda was 
the cousin brother of king Vasudeva (who is Krishna 
Bhagwan’s actual father). Nanda Baba of Gokul was 
head chieftain of the sacred Gopa clan of cowherds. 
He was ruler of one of most powerful branches of 
the Yadava dynasty and fittingly lived in a palatial 
mansion. In fear of his child’s life King Vasudeva 
took his newborn son Krishna to Nanda’s haveli for 
safekeeping. Nanda was married to Yashoda and 
both became foster parents and took care of Shri 
Krishna’s upbringing. 

The tradition and system of Seva  
Worship of Shri Baal Krishna”
As taught by Shri Vallabha Acharya there is a 
prescribed daily routine of how Vaishnavas should 
conduct seva and thereby gain ‘darshan’ (vision) of 
the divine Shri Krishna. Seva is to be rendered to the 
child form Baal Krishna. Just like the loving attention 
and daily caretaking rendered by a mother for her 
baby’s welfare, the same is practised daily to Baal 
Krishna. This service and ritual is performed eight 
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times a day and involves some of the following care 
and attention that one would carry out with their own 
young child:

• Waking up the young child with love and 
tenderness be with some soft songs 
[Kirtans]

• Bathing and washing the baby’s body

• Dressing up the baby with pleasant and 
colourful robes and dresses, with natural 
perfumes and fragrant oils, decorating 
the baby’s eyes with ‘anjana /kaajal’

• Providing the little child with various toys 
and playful entertainment.

• Preparing the daily meals (suitable 
nutritious food that the child would like). 
Mainly milk based items, sweets, healthy 
fruits and nuts. Simple rasoi (cooked 
vegetables, daal, rice) though making 
sure that the food does not contain any 
harsh taste of spices or unpalatable 
pungent ingredients.

• Preparing the baby for rest, singing 
loving lullaby at bedtime.

Such personal attention was given to the Baal 
Krishna inside the boundary walls of Nanda Baba’s 
haveli in Gokul. Hence the place of worship for 
Pushtimarg Vaishnavas has become to be known as 
a Haveli (home) rather than a Mandir (temple). 

Shri Nathdham
Mandirs and Havelis are Bhagwan’s dwelling places 
where mankind goes to open up their hearts, 
render service and take darshan of the Divine. In 
our London haveli SHRI NATHDHAM (meaning the 

residence of Shri Krishna) Shri Nathji stands in front 
of us, with His Left hand raised and palm curved, 
and is beckoning us  “come to Me, take my shelter”.  

Shri Krishna Bhagwan says to mankind in The Gita 
(Chapter XVIII, Verse 66):

“ Abandoning all dharmas of the body, mind and 
intellect, take refuge in Me alone. I will liberate thee. 
From all sins and miseries, grieve not.”

In The Gita Verse 78 Chapter XVIII states:

“Wherever there is Shri Krishna, the Lord of the 
Yogas, and wherever there is Partha (Arjun) mankind, 
and my worshipers assembled together, there is 
prosperity, victory, happiness and a firm steady life… 
this is My conviction.”

Therefore, the cordial message to all people 
young and old is to visit Shri Nathdham at every 
opportunity and occasion possible, feel blessed and 
become at peace. Attend the educational satsanghs 
and various cultural classes, support the various 
events and volunteer programmes, come and 
listen to melodious Bhajans and Kirtans, enjoy the 
delicious Prasad and the cheerful company of fellow 
Vaishnavas.
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The 84 Vaishnavs are the revered 
servants of Shree Vallabhacharya 
Mahaprabhuji. These sevaks have 
attained ultimate perfection way and 
are the Guiding Light for advancement 
towards Shree Thakorji through Pushti 
Bhakti. The actions of 84 Vaishnavs 
were motivated solely by the happiness 
(tat-sukh) of Shree Thakorji, the Ultimate 
Lord and Shree Mahaprabhuji.  As 
Shreemad Bhagwatam is a vangmay 
swaroop of Shree Thakorji, likewise 
the 84 Vaishnavs are part and parcel of 
Shree Mahaprabhuji.

These stories are a reflection of reality 
(kalpnik) as well as being based 
upon the first-hand experiences of 
the 84 Vaishnavs. The 84 Vaishnav 
vartas literature (sahitya) and recital in 
Pushtimarg forms an important part of 
any satsang or religious discourse.

The authenticity of this Sahitya is 
established because these stories 
(vartaji) have been authored by none 
other than Shree Gokulnathji (Shree 
Gusainji’s fourth son and guru of 
Shree Harirayji Mahaprabhuji) and their 
discourse has been authored by Shree 
Harirayji Mahaprabhuji.

Shree Gokulnathji has said that the 
stories  documented in the 84 Vaishnavs 
is a summary of Shreemad Bhagwatam 
and therefore it is imperative to read 
and understand the conduct (charitra) 

of 84 Vaishnavs. Shree Gokulnathji  has 
also mentioned that it is acceptable if 
one does not remember the numerous 
shloks of Shreemad Bhagwatam, but 
it is imperative for one to understand, 
remember and follow the principles 
(siddhant) laid down in the 84 Vaishnavs. 
By understanding the personalities of 
these exhalted souls, one is sure to get 
closer to understanding Shree Thakorji 
because he resides in the hearts of these 
84 Vaishnavs.

In today’s world, it is difficult (durlabh) 
to get associated (sang) with such 
Vaishnavs and if one happens to be 
fortunate enough, it is hard to obtain 
their state of love (sneh). is durlabh. If 
one gets their affection then following 
their instructions (agya) is very difficult. 
However their association/affection in 
any form will always be beneficial in 
igniting our Pushti Bhav, the state of pure 
and unconditional  love.

There are four categories of Daivi Jeevs 
(or Divine Souls) – Satvik or mode of 
goodness, Rajas or mode of passion, 
Tamas or mode of ignorance and Nirgun 
ie those that transcend the above 
mentioned modes of material nature. The 
84 Vaishnavs are Nirgun bhakts and are 
considered to be lilatmak swaroops or 
personalities in Shri Thakurji’s Leela. 

When opening the book of the 84 
Vaishnavs, one should visualise oneself 

entering the home of Shree Gokulnathji 
and imagine that 84 Vaishnavs 
mentioned are present in front of them 
to obtain the aloukik (out of this world) 
experience.

What is the significance of  
84 Vaishnavs?
There are many numbers which 
are considered auspicious like 
11,56,84,108,1008 etc which represents 
different elements in Pushti and in 
Sanatan Hindu Dharma.

It is said that there are 84 Hundred-
Thousand (or Lakhs) types of bodies 
(yonis) and pious souls (daivi jeevs) 
that are stuck in these bodies. These 
84 Vaishnavs have been created by 
Shri Thakurji to liberate these Daivi 
Jeevs. In another explanation,  Shree 
Mahaprabhuji has 12 parts of the body 
and is also the owner of the seven 
gunas, namely Aishwarya, Yash, Virya, 
Shree, Gyan, Vairagya and the seventh 
is the Dharmi swaroop (one who own all 
the six mentioned gunas) – (12 X 7 = 84). 
It is also been said that the Vrajmandal is 
situated in 84 Kos. These 84 Vaishnavs 
were the entourage of the leela parikar  
(divine play) of Shree Thakorji and were 
separated from him.
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Shree Mahaprabhuji has explained that in order to 
attain Shree Thakorji we must please him. This can 
be achieved by performing Seva to Shree Thakorji. 
True seva only arises when the heart and mind are 
threaded into blessed practice of worshiping the lord. 
The lord himself established foundations of the path 
of grace on the auspicious 11th night in the bright 
half of the month of Shravan. Shree Mahaprhabhuji 
received the Brahmasambandh mantra from Shree 
Nathji to initiate bhaktas into the path of grace. 

Seva is an intergral part of Shree Vallabh’s Doctrine. 
Flowers, fruits, cloth materials and many other items 
of best quality are used in Shreeji’s Seva. However 
when seva is infused with Bhav, divine inspiration 
of Lila arises in the material sphere. When Seva 
matures, it fills the heart with Shreeji’s Happiness and 
continues effortlessly. Seva is motivated by Love for 
Shreeji.

Seva can be offered to Shree Thakorji in any divine 
mood which arises within the Bhakta, be it the tender 
parental mood of Shree Yashodaji (Nandalay Bhav) 
or the Love of Gopis (Kishore Bhav). In any case, it 
should begin with a feeling that I am Shree Thakorji’s 
Daas (Noble Servant) and His devoted follower. Seva 
is a continuous process and develops in unique ways 
according to different temperament of Bhaktas.

The stories of 84 and 252 Vaishnavs reveal various 
ways how seva had been performed by bhaktas. 
Seva of Shree Thakorji is performed with the best of 
materials, the most luscious fruits, vegetables, and 
adorned with the most beautiful ornaments etc.. 

Shreeji is served with food (Bhog) in astounding 
varieties and prepared with the finest ingredients.

Shreeji is adorned with the finest variety of clothing 
and jewellery (Shringar) and Shreeji’s Seva is 
accompanied with music (Raag) composed by the 
Great Bhaktas or Ashta Sakhas. Shreeji’s seva is 
performed in correspondence to various seasons and 
festivals as well as time of the day. 

There are three ways of rendering Seva to Shreeji as 
recommended by Shree Vallabh. The first is Tanuja 
Seva or service rendered by means of the body. 
The second is Vittaja Seva or service rendered by 
means of wealth, and the third is Mansi Seva or 
service within the realm of the mind and thought. 
They correspond to the three fold dedication of body, 
wealth and mind contained in the wording of the 
Brahmasambandh mantra. However mansi seva is 
considered the highest form of devotion.

For many, tanuja and vittaja seva are considered as 
the easiest and most practical means of dedication 
and provided they are performed sincerely it will lead 
to the accomplishment of mansi seva.

Hence Raag, Bhog, and Shringar are considered the 
three main aspects of Shreeji’s Seva.

Shanbhai & Shiluben Patel na Jai Shree Krishna
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‘Ashta’ means eight and ‘Akshara’ means letters, 
or syllables. Hence it is the holy mantra of 
Vaishnavs comprising eight syllables:  
Shri Krishna Sharanam Ma Ma

It simply means, “Shri Krishna is my shelter”, or 
in other words Bhagwan Krishna is my refuge, 
a source of help, relief and comfort. Known as 
the Purna Purshottam (complete highest being) 
Shri Krishna is hence said to be Ananya-Aashray 
(absolute refuge).

A mantra is a combination of sacred sounds forming an energy centre, and acts like a magnet to attract 
spiritual vibrations. It is not a prayer or requests, but chanting the mantra activates a spiritual force promoting 
harmony in all parts of the human being. This is achieved through the grace of the mantra-guru (Shri 
Mahaprabhu Vallabhacharya) and mantra-deity (ShriNathji). For efficacy of the mantra it is important to chant 
it with faith (Shraddha), Bhakti bhava (devotion), purity of thought, and phonetic accuracy as prescribed by 
our guru. Regular chanting builds up a loving association or attachment with ShriNathji, and consequent 
detachment from perturbing material affairs.

The Divine Manifestation of  
Ashtakshar mantra in Golok Dham
Once Thakorji and Radhaji assumed the play of reciprocal maan-lila i.e. annoyance in love and Emotions 
in their Nikunj forest. The beauty of Thakorji’s hidden feminine aspect radiated on His lotus face. Similarly 
the beauty of Radha’s hidden masculine aspect Radiated on Hers. At the exalted moment of their ecstatic 
Reunion Shri Vallabh gazed towards them and pronounced: “Shri Krishna Sharanam Mama” = “Shri Radha 
and Shri Krishna I surrender to you”.

Following this event, as per Prabhu Shri Krishna’s instruction, Shri Vallabh manifested on earth to grant 
Salvation to all Daivi (godly) souls, and he bestowed the Ashtakshar mantra as the first initiation in becoming 
a Pushtimargiya Vaishnav.

The phal (fruit), profound significance, and the divine power of each letter as revealed by Shri Gusaiji .

Shri Vitthalnath Gusaiji explained in depth that each letter of the ashtakshar mantra is embodied with divine 

Pramodbhai and Jasuben Thakkar, Meera, Sunny and Sanvika na Jai Shree Krishna
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powers, and we must chant with a pure heart to attain those precious fruits. Here follows the meaning of each 
letter (akshara):

Shri Attainment of good Fortune and Wealth – Soubhagya, Dhanwan

Kri/Kru Destroyer of Sins – burning of Paap Karma

Shna Destroyer of 3 types of Suffering:

 Adhibhautik - bodily disease  

 Adhyatmic –mental anxiety

 Adhidaivik - natural calamities

Sha End of suffering and liberation from the cycle of birth and death

Ra Attainment of Divine Knowledge – Mahatma Gyan

Nam Unwavering Devotion for Shri Krishna – Akhanda Bhakti

Ma Divine love for Guru who reveals the supreme jewel Shri Krishna – Param Prem

Ma Merging with Shri Hari and being liberated – Saiyujya Mukti

In this way, each letter of the Ashtakshar mantra has the capacity to bestow divine powers and Prabhu 
Krupa (grace of Shrinathji). Shri Mahaprabhuji in his unlimited compassion bestowed this precious gift to 
Pushti Vaishnavs so that we would not be deprived of the right to Prabhu’s name even for an instant in this 
Kaliyuga. He has taught that Bhagwan Shri Krishna is ever present both in form of Naam (name) and also 
Swaroop (image). Vaishnavs should therefore chant unceasingly and continuously with bhava. Shri Vallabh 
Mahaprabhuji emphasised that perpetually day and night under all circumstances, the Ashtakshar mantra can 
be and should be repeated. He explained that doing continuous mantra jaap (chanting) will be for our welfare 
and for the welfare of any who hear it (both human and animal jeevas /souls).
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In Pushtimarg Sampraday (Vaishnav 
sect) it is essential for each 
Vaishnav to understand and 
perceive knowledge of Vrat 
(religious vows) and Utsavs 
(festivals) celebrated 
throughout the year 
together with Prabhu Seva 
(service of God), Kirtan Bhakti 
(devotional songs) and Satsang (to 
associate with other devotees and discuss 
divine acts of God).

Shree Gusaiji interpreted and systematically 
regularised sequence of Seva of bhagwan ShriNathji, 
based on Nandalaya (house of Nanda - the foster 
father of Shree Krishna) and Nikunj Lila (the act 
of Shree Krishna at Nikunj - a grove of Girirajji 
surrounded by thick trees and creepers with colourful 
flowers, where Lord Shree Krishna meets His beloved 
Shree Swaminiji and Gopis of Vraj). The Seva system 
established by Shree Gusaiji is based on Veda, 
Vedant, Yoga and Nakshatra (lunar constellation).

During celebrations of Festivals of Pushtimarg, each 
Samagri (offerings), Vastra and Abhushan (clothes, 
attire and ornaments) etc. used for ‘Shree Prabhu’ 
(Thakorji) represents various emotions and sentiment 
of Vraj Bhakta (devotees of Shree Krishna, natives 
of Vraj) and primarily includes various divine acts 
performed by Shree Krishna Bhagwan.

In Pushtimarg one would certainly attain joy and 
delight of Darshan (seeing God with devotion), when 

the person correctly understands 
the meaning of each Utsav 

being celebrated, Shringar 
(ornamentation) worn by 
bhagwan, and Samagri 
(offerings to bhagwan). 
Utsav is an experience of 

joy, which can be attained 
only by the Grace of Thakorji. 

Vaishnavs (devotees of Shreenathji) 
should not forget the days of Utsavs 

because Shreenathji is in a child form, hence He 
waits for His devotees to celebrate Utsavs. Utsavs 
are inspirations, which come from the heart of His 
devotees, which brings eternal and divine joy to 
the minds and souls of His devotees. All Utsavs are 
celebrated with these emotions and sentiments. 
Vaishnav devotees get involved with preparation of 
Utsavs, and after the celebration they attain a great 
satisfaction of having climbed one step closer in 
devotion to Bhagwan Shri Krishna.

The celebration of Utsavs begins from the Birthday of 
Shree Krishna. Hence Janmashtami is considered to 
be the first Utsav of Pushtimarg. After Janmashtami 
all other Utsavs are celebrated as per their order in 
the Lunar Calendar.

Ekadashi A Key To Attain God
Ekadashi has incomparable importance in the Hindu 
calendar. Ekadashi means the 11th day of the lunar 
cycle. Each Lunar Month has two Ekadashis (11th 
tithi). One is of Shukla Paksh or Sud (Bright Half) and 
the other one is of Krishna Paksh or Vad (Dark Half). 
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Hence each Lunar 
month comprises 
of two Ekadashis. 
Hence twelve Lunar 
months comprises 
of total twenty-
four Ekadashis. 
In addition, two 
Ekadashis of 
Adhik Maas (extra 
intercalary month) 
makes total twenty-
six Ekadashis. Each 
Lunar month consists 
of 30 days (from new 
moon Amavasya tithi, 
to full moon Poonam 

tithi until the next new moon). However the Solar 
year is of 365 days. (The solar year and lunar year 
fall out of sync as a result and the relation between 
months, seasons also falls out of sync. The ancient 
astrologers figured a clever way and added an extra 
month every two and a half years. This added the 
correct number of days needed to bring the solar 
and lunar years in agreement and helped keep the 
seasonal cycle in order. As this additional month was 
added at various times of the year, it could not be 
given a specific name associated with a season or 
a stellar system, it was named as “Adhik-Maas” i.e. 
“Extra-month”).

Shree Mahaprabhuji has instructed all Vaishnavs to 
perform Vrat (a religious vow) on each Ekadashi and 
on four Jayantis (birth anniversaries of Lord Krishna, 
Lord Rama, Lord Narasimha and Lord Vaman) and 
devotees should observe Upavaas (fasting). The 
strong reason for performing fasting is that Upavaas 
keeps all eleven Indriyas (the mind, the senses and 
their respective sense organs) under control and 

employs all of them in His Seva (service), Smaran 
(reciting the name of God), Sanidhya (closeness of 
God) and Darshan (to catch glimpse of God). As per 
instructions of Shree Mahaprabhuji Vrat and Upavaas 
should be performed as per Pushti system. Devotees 
can consume fruits during the fast. Devotees 
should not disregard Mahaprasad (food which was 
earlier offered to God). Mahaprasad is considered 
sacred, as the same has been already consumed by 
bhagwan. Hence eating Mahaprasad during Upavaas 
does not destroy the vow. One should not perform 
fasting without consuming fruits, milk and water.

Bhagwan Shree Krishna has assured that He will 
preside at the place of devotees who performs 
Ekadashi Upavaas and who performs Satsang and 
Jagran (to remain awake during night and to use the 
time associating with Vaishnavs and remembering 
God). One who reads or listens to the religious stories 
or discourses of Ekadashi, gains fruits equal to 
donation of one thousand cows and attains abode 
at Vaikunth (abode of Lord Shree Krishna). One who 
performs the vow of Upavaas on each Ekadashi 
of the year gets rid from all sins and gets place 
at the lotus feet of Shree Krishna Bhagwan. One 
who understands the importance of Ekadashi and 
performs the religious vows facilitates his ancestors 
to get abode in heaven.

Pavitra Ekadashi Shravan Sud Ekadashi
‘Pushtimarg’ (the Path of Grace of Lord Thakorji) 
was initiated from the auspicious day of ‘Shravan 
Sud Ekadashi’. On this day of the year 1549, Shree 
Thakorji appeared on the Govind Ghat (at the bank 
of River Yamunaji) and told Shree Mahaprabhuji 
(Shree Vallabhacharyaji) to establish relation of 
divine human beings with Himself (the God), which 
is called “Brahmasambandh” with the aim to attain 
liberation from the vicious circle of life and death. 

Manishbhai & Falguniben Popatiya & family na Jai Shree Krishna
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Shree Thakorji also blessed Shree Mahaprabhuji with 
‘Gadhya Mantra’ (Shree Krishna Sharanam Mama). 
Shree Mahaprabhuji offered ‘Pavitra’ (a garland made 
of cotton threads) and Mishri (sugar cubes) to Lord 
Thakorji and recited Madhurashtakam (a hymn of 
praise for Shree Thakorji).

On this auspicious day Vaishnavs offer Pavitras 
(garland) made out of cotton threads to Lord Thakorji 
and in return attains reward of ‘Bhakti’ (devotion) 
from Lord Thakorji.

Janmashtami Shravan Vad Aatham
Shravan Vad Aatham 
(eighth day of dark 
half of Lunar Calendar 
Shravan) is the prime 
and biggest festival 
day in Pushtmarg 
because on this 
auspicious day during 
Dwapara-Yug (the 
third of the four ages 
according to Hindu 

Scriptures) the Purna Purshottam Shree Krishna 
(incarnation of Supreme Being in a complete form) 
manifested and appeared on this earth. Lord Vishnu 
manifested in ‘Chaturbhuj Swarup’ (God in his original 
form with four arms) at the prison to His mother 
Devkiji and Father Vasudevji and at the same time He 
manifested in Vraj-Gokul in the residence of Mother 
Yashodaji and Father Nandbawa. Lord Shree Krishna 
resided at Vraj for eleven years and fifty-two days and 
during this time He performed various divine deeds, 
showered His grace on His devotees and delighted 
them with His divine love. In return all his devotees 
of Vraj pampered Him and offered their service, love, 
adoration and devotion to Shree Krishna.

Shree Mahaprabhuji commenced the Path of 
Service, adoration and devotion to Lord Shree 
Krishna (Shreenathji or Shree Govardhannathji) 
the foster son of Yashodaji and Nandbawa. 
Pushtimargiya Vaishnavs follow the Path shown by 
Shree Mahaprabhuji to attain pleasure of serving 
Lord Thakorji in this age of ‘Kali-Yug’ (the fourth 
age according to Hindu Scriptures). Devotees of 
Pushtimarg do not look at the fruits of service offered 
to Shree Krishna but the importance of Seva is 
to attain and find place at the lotus feet of Shree 
Krishna.

As per ‘Pushtimarg Pranalika’ (Pushtimarg customs) 
books, the service and worshipping begins from the 
day of Janmashtami. On this day Lord is given a bath 
with Panchamrut (a mixture of five divine substances 
- Milk, Curd, Ghee, Sugar and Honey). At midnight 
Shaligramji (a small, round black stone worshipped 
as the idol of Lord Krishna) is given a bath with 
Panchamrut and thereafter Bhog (offerings) is offered 
to Lord Thakorji.

Nand Mahotsav Shravan Vad Nom
Shravan Vad Norn (ninth day 
of dark half of Lunar month 
Shravan), is also regarded as 
‘Nand-mahotsav’. On this day 
devotees of Vraj assemble at 
‘Nandalay’ (House of Nand) 
to celebrate the birth of Lord 
Shree Krishna by dancing 
and by throwing ‘Dahi’ (curd) 
and ‘Dudh’ (Milk) on each 
other Even today the Birth of 

Lord Shree Krishna is celebrated at the temples of 
Pushtimarg in a grand way.

Shria, Vishalbhai, Swetaben na Jai Shree Krishna
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Deepawali (Diwali) Aaso Vad Amaas

Aaso Vad Amaas is the last day of the year in Vikram 
Samvat Calendar. All Indians consider Diwali the 
biggest and most important festival. Diwali is a 
festival of lights, therefore this day is also known as 
“Deepotsavi”. Lights are decorated on the doorsteps 
of each house, temples, gardens, etc. Artistic rows 
of lights are placed in front of Thakorji. This festival 
is celebrated to commemorate Lord’s victory over 
Narkasur (a demon). In Pushtimarg temples, Thakorji 
presides in ‘Bangla’ (palace) made of mirror and 
gold which is also called ‘Hatdi’ (a shop). Glimpse of 
Thakorji looks divine when the rays of lights placed 
in front reflects on the Gold Bangla. Thakorji presides 
inside the Hatdi to weigh items on a weighing 
balance made of gold and sells various items to 
devotees of Vraj. All these items are used for Annakut 
Utsav, which is celebrated the next day. This is the 
main aspiration of Darshan of Deepawali and Kirtans 
of Deepmalas are recited.

During the Govardhan Lila event, Thakorji invites his 
loving cows to attend Govardhan Puja. He whispers 
in ears of cows and says “Kal Govardhan Puja main 
Begi Begi Aaiyo” which means tomorrow quickly 
come to “Govardhan Puja” hence this Darshan is also 
called ‘Kana Jgai Na Darshan”. On this day Shree 

Swaminiji plays Chopat with Thakorji during Diwali 
night in which Thakorji loses the game.

Shree Govardhan Puja &
Annakut Mahotsav Kartak Sud Padvo

Today is the first day of the year in the Vikram Samvat 
Calendar; A New Year for Hindus commences from 
this auspicious day.

At Pushtimarg Temples ‘Shree Govardhan Puja’ 
(worship of holy mountain - Shree Govardhanji also 
known as Shree Girirajji) and Annakut Mahotsav (A 
festival of offerings of Bhog) is performed on this 
day of each year with an objective to boost our 
love towards Lord Shree Krishna. During Sarswat 
Kalp, Shree Krishna stopped a traditional worship of 
Lord Indra (king of devatas), with a prime reason to 
defeat arrogance and pride of ‘Indra’ and to prove 
that Shree Girirajji (a holy mountain at Vraj) is the 
best amongst His devotees and hence Shree Girirajji 
should be respected more than Indra. 

Shree Krishna discontinued the worship of ‘Indra’ 
to relieve and free His devotees from ‘Anyashray’ 
(devotion or faith in any other lesser gods / devatas). 
‘Indra’ got annoyed and was furious due to his 
disrespect and ordered ‘Megh’ (rain) to downpour 
and to drown the entire Gokul. Rain lashed heavily 



Meenaxiben & Suresh Kumar Gordhandad Dasani family, Lisbon na Jai Shree Krishna

51

on Gokul with thunderstorms. All ‘Vrajvasi’ (Natives 
of Vraj) went to the shelter of Shree Krishna. At this 
time the age of Shree Krishna was seven years. 
Shree Krishna lifted the physical form (mountain of 
big stones) of Shree Girirajji on a tip of his little finger 
and gave a shelter to Vrajvasis under the mountain. 
The rain lashed Gokul with heavy downpour for 
seven days but not even a drop could enter under 
the shelter of Shree Girirajji. Vrajvasis realised that 
Shree Krishna is our protector and saviour and Shree 
Girirajji is real God.

‘Indra’ realised that the one who has lifted Govardhan 
mountain (Girirajji) on one finger is none other than 
the one who has appeared as the son of Shree 
Nandrayji and has performed various Lilas (pious 
deeds). He is the real Lord of all three regions of 
universe. Indra realised that he has committed a 
mistake by envying Shree Krishna and that he would 
be punished. With this fear, Indra immediately called 
back ‘Megh’. Indra bowed down to the lotus feet 
of Shree Krishna and requested His pardon for his 
misdeeds. Rain stopped after seven days after which 
Shree Krishna placed Shree Girirajji on the ground 
and sent all his devotees to their respective homes.

Devotees of Vraj gave up their faith in any other gods 
and with full confidence came to the shelter of Shree 
Krishna who in return lifted the burden of all worries 
and joy upon His shoulder.

Shree Krishna initiated the worship of Shree Girirajji. 
All natives of Vraj brought various items of Samagri 
from their residence, made high heaps of Samagris 
and offered Bhog (Aannakut) to Shree Girirajji. 
Shree Krishna Himself appeared from Shree Girirajji 
with thousands of hands and consumed Samagris 
offered by His devotees and gave divine Darshan 
to natives of Vraj. This way Shree Krishna made 
people aware of the real Swaroop (image) of Shree 
Girirajji. To commemorate this divine incident every 
year Shree Girirajji is traditionally worshipped after 
which Annakut (various delicacies) is offered to 
Shree Thakorji. Shree Mahaprabhuji Vallabhacharyaji 
commenced Shree Govardhan Puja and Annakut 
Utsav in Pushtimarg. On this day beloved cows 
of Thakorji are also worshipped. Annakut Utsav is 
normally observed on the first day of Hindu year. 
However due to any reason, if ‘Annakut’ cannot 
be celebrated on this day, this festival can also be 
celebrated before Vasant Panchmi.
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2011 Vrajdham Haveli Opening
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2013 Fruit Manorath
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2018 Vraj Yatra Manorath
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2019 Bhagwat Saptah Manorath 
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2019 Bhagwat Saptah Manorath 
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Q. What were the names of Shree Vallabhacharya Mahaprabhuji’s 
sons?

Ans: The names of Shree Vallabh’s sons were: 
1: Shree Gopinathji (Eldest Son). 
2: Shree Vitthalnathji (also known as Shree Gusaiji).

Q. How many main disciples did Shree Mahaprabhuji’s have?
Ans: He had 84 main disciples (known as choryasi 
vaishnav)

Q. In Gokul, who showed Thakurani Ghat and Govind Ghat to 
Shree Mahaprabhuji?

Ans: Shree Yamunaji showed these Ghats (broad steps 
leading known to a river bank).

Q. Which days for fasting are to be observed for Vaishnavs?
Ans: Shree Mahaprabhuji has instructed Vaishnavs to 
fast on all the Ekadashis (Agyaras, or 11th lunar day/
tithi). There are 24 Agyaras in a year; and an additional 
2 Agyaras during the intercalary extra month known as  
“Adhik Maas” which occurs approximately every two 
and half years.

Also, fasting should be observed during the 4 Jayantis 
(Birth dates of Vishnu avatars) as follows: Narsimha 
jayanti, Vaman jayanti, Ram Navmi and Krishna 
Janmashtami.

Q. How many small Granths (doctrines/teachings) have been 
published by Shree Mahaprabhuji, and what are their names?

Ans: Shree Mahaprabhuji published 16 small Granths 
known as Shodash Granth and their names are:
1: Yamunashtakam  2: Balbodh  
3: Siddhant Muktavali  4: Pushti Pravah Maryada Bhedh 
5: Siddhant Rahasya  6: Navratna  
7: Antah Karan Prabodha  8: Vivek Dhairiya Aashray 
9: Krushnaashray  10: Chaturshlok  
11: Bhakti Vardhini  12: Jalbhed  
13: Panch Padhyani 14: Sanyas Nirnay  
15: Nirodh Lakshanam  16: Sevafalam

Q. How many “Baithakjis” (Places where Shreemad Bhagwad 
was preached) of Shree Gusaiji are in existence on the earth? 

How many of them are in Gujarat?”
Ans: There are 28 “Baithakji” of Shree Gusaiji on the 
earth, and 7 in Gujarat.

Q. How many children did Shree Gusaiji have and what are their 
names?

Ans: Shree Gusaiji had 7 sons: 
1: Shree Giridharji  2: Shree Govindji  
3: Shree Balkrishnaji  4: Shree Gokulnathji  
5: Shree Raghunathji  6: Shree Yadunathji,  
7 Shree Ghanshyamlalji

Q. Shree Gusaiji gave a swaroop of Thakorji to each of his sons. 
Which son received what swaroop?

Ans: Shree Gusaiji gifted the following swaroop to his 
sons: 
1: Shree Giridharji -  Shree Mathuranathji

2: Shree Govindji -  Shree Vitthalnathji

3: Shree Balkrishnaji - Shree Dwarkadhishji

4: Shree Gokulnathji -  Shree Gokulnathji

5: Shree Raghunathji - Shree Gokulchandramaji

6: Shree Yadunathji -  Shree Balkrishnaji

7: Shree Ghanshyamlalji -  Shree Madan Mohanji

Q. For Thakorji, which seva bhog (Manorath) did Shree Gusaiji 
celebrate for the first time upon accumulating wealth?

Ans: “Chappan Bhog” was celeberated.

Q. How did Shree Gusaiji enter Nikunj (Shrinathji’s personal 
abode, i.e. Pass Away)? Who was present with him?

Ans: In Govardhan, besides the mukharvind (face) of 
Shree Girirajji, Shree Gusaiji entered in Nikunj (passed 
away) with Govindswamiji and they disappeared in the 
swaroop of Shreenathji.

Q. Who are the four disciples that are not only friends but have 
been named as Astashakhas of Shree Gusaiji?

Ans: 1) Shree Govindswami
2. Shree Chhitswamiji

3. Shree Chaturbhujdasji

4. Shree Nanddasji
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Q. What Appeared on Lord Shree Giriraj Mountain on the day 
Shree Vallabh was born?

Ans: The “Mukharvind” (Face) of Shreenathji emerged 
on Shree Girirajji.

Q. Who was the first disciple to receive Brahmasambhandh 
diksha (initiation) from Shree Vallabhacharya?

Ans: Damodardas Harsaniji was the first disciple.

Q. What is the cardinal mantra of Pushtimarg?
Ans: The Ashtakshar Mantra (Shree Krishna Sharnam 
Mama) is the principal mantra.

Q. What is the fruit in Pushtimarg?
Ans: The fruit of Pushtimarg is the seva (service) of 
Shree Thakorji

Q. Without which mala Thakorji’s Shringar is incomplete?
Ans: Without “Gunja Mala” Thakorji’s Shringar is 
incomplete.

Q. Which holy granth must be recited in front of Shree Thakorji 
during Rajbhog?

Ans: Shree Krushnashray must be recited in front of 
Shree Thakorji during Rajbhog.

Q. What is Charanamrit, and why is it important to take 
charnamrit after bathing?

Ans: Charanamrit is a mixture of two words, namely 
Charan and Amrit. Charan signifies bhagwan’s feet and 
Amrit is the divine nectar of the bhagwan. Thus it is 
the divine nectar of bhagwan’s holy feet. Charnamrut 
is Shree Yamunaji’s charan and Vraj-raj (dust). Thakorji 
has done vihar (roamed) in Vraj with his feet. Shreeji 
still in today’s era does vihar. For this reason we 
take charnamrut to attain bhagvad bhakti. We take 
charmnmrut and place it in our mouth without touching 
it. By doing this we get the right to perform seva and 
smaran (remembrance of bhagwan). Thereafter we 
place the charnamrut onto our eyes and by doing this 
we are granted the permission of doing darshan.

Bathing cleans the outside part of the body, while 
taking charnamrit purifies the body from within. 
Any Dosha (evils) will be eradicated and therefore 
charnamrit ought to be taken daily after bathing.

Q. Why should samagri (Bhog, food offering) be kept ready 
before waking Thakorji for Mangal Bhog?

Ans: A mother prepares her child’s meal before 
waking her child, or else the child will cry and become 

displeased. In the same manner, our Thakorji should be 
served with love and affection and should not have to 
wait for His Bhog. In Pushtimarg, Thakorji Shri Krishna 
is served as a child.

Q. Can Palna (cradle) be celebrated in a vaishnav’s house? Can 
bhog be served to Thakorji during Palna?

Ans: Palna can be celebrated in a vaishnav’s house so 
long as there are adequate facilities. Bhog / Samagri 
can be served with the Bhav (Affection) of Palna along 
with Toys, Ghoogra, Chakadi, etc. to Thakorji. Palna 
Bhog consists of milk items, nagari, dryfruits, fruits, etc. 
Items should be made according one’s capacity.

Q. Can Aarti be performed in a vaishnav’s house to Thakorji?
Ans: Yes, Aarti can be performed in a vaishnav’s 
house, only if the vaishnav is serving Sakhadi bhog 
to Thakorji (i.e. food prepared with water and salt as 
ingredients). Only Mangla, Rajbhog and Shayan aarti 
can be performed. Aarti should be performed daily and 
regularly.

Q. What is the bhava (signification) of “Charansparsh”  
(Touching Feet)?

Ans: The charnarvind of Thakorji represents Bhakti 
swaroop (devotion). Therefore, by touching the 
charnavind of Thakorji, Vaishnavs bhakti bhav will 
increase. Prabhu’s charnavind ruj (Dust particles from 
Thakorji’s feet) are to be put on one’s eyes, forehead, 
and heart. This signifies that Thakorji has his holy and 
protective feet placed on our eyes, forehead, and 
heart. Thus daas bhav increases (feeling of service as a 
servant of Prabhu).

Q. How many words are in Gadhya Mantra of Brahmasambandh 
Mantra?

Ans: The Gadhya Mantra of Brahmasambandh Mantra 
has 84 words.

Q. What are the 4 Jayantis (Birthdates) to be celebrated of 
Prabhu (Vishnu avatars)? Why are only 4 taken into consideration 
in Pushti Marg?

Ans: The 4 Jayantis of different Vishnu avatars are 
Janmashtmi of Shri Krishna, Vaman Jayanti, Shri Ram 
Jayanti and Narsimha Jayanti. These 4 avatars have 
established Pushti Marg principles and therefore Shree 
Mahaprabhuji has instructed us to observe fasts on 
these days.
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Q. While performing seva of Thakorji what should a Vaishnav 
wear?

Ans: Usually men wear Dhoti-Bandi or Uparno and 
women wear Saari or Choli while performing seva of 
Thakorji in Apras (Washed clean and untouched).

Q. Why should water be drunk from a little distance away from 
the mouth?

Ans: The bhav of drinking water from a distance from 
the mouth is so that the element of purity remains in 
both the hands and the vessels holding the water, and it 
avoids any potential cross contamination if others drink 
from the same vessel.

Q. During what events seva of Thakorji cannot be performed?
Ans: Seva of Thakorji cannot be performed during:

The course of monthly menstrual periods of women 
The period of sutak ; (Because of birth of a child or a 
death in the family). This is to be followed according to 
religious rule.

Q. Who ordered Shree Vallabh to place Thakorji in a temple? 
Where was this order given?

Ans: Shree Thakorji ordered Shree Vallabh to take him 
out of Girikandra (cavity in Govardhan mountain) and 
place him in a temple. This order was given whilst 
Shree Vallabh was in Jarkhand state, Eastern India.

Q. Whom did Shree Vallabh allow to perform the seva of Thakorji 
for the 1st time?

Ans: Shree Mahaprabhuji allowed Shree Ramdas 
Chauhan to perform Shreenathji’s seva.

Q. How did Rathyatra Manorarth come in Pushtimarg?
Ans: When Shree Gusaiji went to Jagnnathpuri for the 
yaatra, he stayed there for six months. Then Bhagvan 
Shree Jagdish ordered Shree Gusaiji to start the 
“rathyatra” in Pushtimarg. Shree Gusaiji accepted the 
order and had the carpenter named Rasa prepare a 
design-plan of Shree Jagdishji’s rath. After the design 
was prepared, Shree Gusaiji went back to Adel and 
had a miniature rath built. Afterwards, he placed Shree 
Navnitpriyaji on the rath and started celebrating this 
festival every year. This is how Rathyatra Manorath 
started in Pushtimarg.

Q. Which day is Pichkari (water gun) served to Thakorji?
Ans: Pichkari is served to Shreenathji on Maha Sud 
Purnima and lasts up to Fagun Vad Ekam or Bij. During 

the annual Holi festival period.

Q. What precautions should be taken when playing Holi with 
Thakorji?

Ans: Thakorji is like a child & therefore while playing 
Holi with Thakorji, the colors should not spread out on 
Thakorjis Mukharvind (face).

Q. During Seva can a Vaishnav wear woolen clothes in the cold 
season?

Ans: Cotton or woolen clothes can be worn in seva, but 
they should be new clothes and they should be worn 
only in Apras (after bathing).

Q. Can Panchakshar Mantra Mala be recited when not in 
“Apras”?

Ans: Panchakshar Mantra / Stotra must be performed 
only in Apras (in clean state after bathing). Likewise, the 
Gadhya Mantra of Brahmasambandh should be recited 
in Apras only. 

Q. Which “manoraths” can be performed in the summer?
Ans: Bungalows of chandan and flowers; Palna of 
flowers; Flower mandal; Nav Jalvihar, Khaskhana, 
Chhak, etc. These manoraths can be performed during 
the summer season.

Q. What is the bhav of “Khandita” poem, which is sung during 
Mangla Darshan in the cold season?

Ans: Thakorji promised to visit a Gopijan at night, but 
Thakorji visited another Gopijan instead. Therefore the 
1st Gopijan passed the night in Virah (intense pain of 
separation) of Thakorji. Shree Thakorji visited the 1st 
gopijan early next morning with that bhav in mind, the 
poem is known as “Khandita”.

Q. Why is “Savdhan” (Alert) called out around the heirs of Shree 
Vallabhacharya?

Ans: The Acharyas are many times in “Apras” and so 
no one is allowed to touch them. Upon touching them, 
they are no longer in “Apras”; therefore, “Savdhan” is 
called out to make Vaishnavs alert.
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Acharya: Spiritual teacher or guru.

Achman- mukhvastra: Achman 
means washing hands. In this Seva we 
wash the hands of Shreeji by taking 
a small pitcher and bowl near Shreeji 
and pour some water from the pitcher 
into the bowl with the bhavna that 
Shreeji is washing his hands after the 
meal. Mukhvastra is Shreeji’s napkin. 
We must take it close to Shreeji and do 
the bhavna that Shreeji is wiping his 
hands after doing the achman.

Anga-vastra: Anga-vastra means 
towel. We wipe off the water from 
Shreeji’s swaroop by using the anga-
vastra. lt must be of soft cotton so that it 
doesn’t hurt Shreeji, who is very delicate.

Aarti: The ceremonial waving of lights 
(cotton wicks dipped in ghee)

Ashtakshara mantra: The eight-
syllable mantra of Pushtimarg dharm. 
It is pronounced to the devotee by the 
Vallabhkul guru during the initiation 
ceremony into Shree Krishna’s shelter.

Baithak: The place where Shree 
Vallabhacharyaji (and Shri Gusaiji) sat 
to Preach  Shreemad Bhagwad Puran

Betel: A nut which is ground with 
spices wrapped in a leaf, and eaten as a 
mouth freshener and to aid indigestion.

Bhava: Literally, ‘existence’, bhava 
means divine mood, feeling or 
realisation.

Brahma Sambhandha: The 
connection between the soul and the 
absolute Brahman; it is the second 
mantra of initiation into Pushtimarg and 
dedication to Shree Krishna. Brahman: 
is the Supreme Reality.

Brahmin: A member of the priestly 
caste.

Darshan: The auspicious sight of the 
Lord, Shree Krishna, or any divine 
being or scene; also refers to the eight 
times each day when Shreej can be 
seen in the Haveli (temple).

Dharma: The spiritual or devotional path; 
the set of righteous actions prescribed for 
one’s particular spiritual path.

Gopis: Shree Krishna’s beloved 
dairymaids of Vrindavan, the gurus of 
devotion in the path of Grace.

Hari: A name of Shree Krishna, He 
who removes what is unrelated or 
unnecessary to our divine relationship.

Haveli: this term is used to refer 
Shreeji‘s House / Nandalay (mansion 
or palace of Nandababa)

Kirtan: Songs of divine praise; the 
devotional act of singing such songs 
(from the Sanskrit kirti, ‘to praise’)

Jiva: Soul, the individual soul, regarded 
as a particular manifestation of Atman.

Kshatri/Kshatriya: In the former caste 
system of India, it is the noble warrior 
caste.

Kunj/Nikunj: The inner forest where 
Shree Krishna’s lilas with the Gopis 
take place. The supreme abode of 
bhagwan.

Lila: The loving plays of Shree Krishna.

Manorath: Literally, the ‘chariot which 
carries the mind-heart, this refers to a 
special heart’s desire one feels to make 
an offering or celebration for one’s 
supreme bhagwan.

Mukharvind: Shreeji’s Face is 
respectfully referred to as Mukharvind

Padh: Kirtan, a poem or song sung by 
Ashtasakahs in praise of Shreeji

Pakhavaj: The classical two-headed 
wooden drum which is used in the 
Pushtimarg temple singing.

Prasad/Mahaprasad: Food which 
has been offered to and enjoyed by 
Shri Krishna becomes Prasad, which 
literally means ‘grace’ (or holy food 
blessed by bhagwan)

Rajbhog: The main noon time meal 
offered to Krishna and the darshan that 
opens just after Krishna has enjoyed 
lunch.

RaasLila: The circular dance and 
associated Lila which Krishna plays 
with the Gopis. It is a spiritually soul 
unifying dance.

Sakha: Intimate male friend (Gopa).

Sakhi: Intimate female friend (Gopi)
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Sandhya: The late afternoon 
darshan at dusk time when Krishna 
is welcomed home from grazing His 
cows in the forest.

Satsang: True association; devotional 
company with fellow devotees, 
practitioners and teachers.

Seva: The loving service of Krishna, 
the main practice of the path of Grace.

Sevapranalika: A book which contains 
information about the different 
shringars (adornments) to be done on 
different days. The Sevapranalika of 
each lineage differs from that of others

Shayan: The evening darshan just 
before Shree Krishna is put to rest for 
the night.

Shree Gokulnathji: (1554-1640 or-
1647) Fourth son of Shree Gusaiji; 
author of the 252 Vaishnavas, 84 
Vaishnavas.

Shree Gusaiji: (1516-1586) Second 
son of Shree Vallabhacharya. He is 
also known by his birth name, Shree 
Vitthalnathji.

Shree Harirayaji: (1590-1715) 
Grandson of Shree Vitthalnathji’s 
second son and commentator on the 
252 Vaishnavas, 84 Vaishnavas as 
well as author of “Shiksha Patra” and 
other texts. He is credited with great 
devotional powers and, like Shree 
Vallabhacharya, is also honored with 
the title “Mahaprabhu”

Shringar: Ornamentation of Krishna 
with jewels and cloth, and the darshan 
period which opens in the temple after 
Krishna has been dressed.

Shree Subodhini: Shree 
Vallabhacharyaji’s commentary on the 
Shreemad Bhagavat.

Swaroop: Literally, ‘True Form’, a 
Swaroop is a physical form (murti, 
idol) of the Lord, such as the forms of 
Shree Krishna worshipped in the path 
of Grace.

Thakorji: The Lord, Shree Krishna 
(literally meaning lord of the manor/
palace).

Tilak: A forehead adornment, which 
for Pushti Marg Vaishnavas represents 
Thakorji ‘sfeet (charnarvind)

Utsav: A festival celebration.

Utthapan: The period of time and 
darshan during which Krishna awakes 
in the forest after taking rest.

Vaishnav:  Worshipper of Vishnu (the 
all pervading one).  ‘vishnu vishateh’ - 
one who enters everywhere’, and ‘yad 
vishito bhavati tad vishnurbhavati; that 
which is free from fetters and bondages 
is Vishnu the parmatma supreme being. 
Hence a vaishnava is a follower of 
Krishna bhagwan (the 8th avatar of Lord 
Vishnu) and a follower of  Pushtimarg or 
any other sect that reveres Shri Krishna 
as the supreme god.

Vallabhkul: The lineage of direct 
descendants of Shree Vallabhacharya.

Varta: An account or story, such as 
the life-accounts of Shree Gusaiji’s 252 
and Shree Mahaprabhuji’s 84 Vaishnav 
disciples.

Vraj: Region in modern Uttar Pradesh 
state of India. The land of Shree 
Krishna’s appearance and lilas, and 

where Shree Nathji resided at the time 
of the Ashta Chhap poets. Vaishnavs 
often perform the 252-kilometer 
circumambulation of Vraj. Pilgrims 
walk around Vraj visiting the Baithaks 
of Shree Vallabhacharya and Shree 
Gusaiji, as well as the twelve forests 
and the lakes, all of which are 
associated with the Lilas of Shree 
Krishna.

Vrajbhasha: The language that is 
spoken in Vraj; Shree Krishna’s own 
native language.

Vrajvasi: A resident of the area of Vraj.
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The Shrinathdham Haveli is located in the centre of Harrow and is available for private hire for a wide range of 
functions, activities for varying group sizes. Our helpful team are here to assist you with your bookings and to 
provide a bespoke package best suited to your needs. Whether you’re organising; a meeting, seminar, health 
class, tuition classes, satsangs, kathas, bhajans, birthday parties or any events such as wedding functions. 
Our resourceful building can accommodate to your requirements within the available facilities of the centre. 
We currently have halls of various sizes including kitchen and dining facilities available for hire.

Range of room sizes;
a) Vaishnav Hall: 300 (Theatre Style) 140 (Round Table Seated)
b) Shree Vallabh Bhavan:  120 (Theatre Style)
c) Cultural Centre: 70 (Theatre Style)

Catering facilities;
a) Dining 65 (table and chair seating and serving bar)
b) Kitchen with preparing, cooking and refrigeration facilities 

Additional Facilities 
a) On site car parking for up to 40 cars and public car parks nearby;
b) Disabled facilities
c) Licensed for Civil Ceremonies;
d) PA system available for hire;
e) Tables and chairs can be provided;
f) Library
g) Regular buses short walking distance
h) Short walk to Harrow and Wealdstone Station.

Membership Benefits
Apart from meeting people and making new friends we at Shrinathdham Haveli will have available daily, 
weekly and ad hoc activities such as Yoga, Bollywood Dance, Physio led chair exercise, Bal Pushti Marg 
classes, Sangeet classes (instrumental and singing), Shibir (workshops) for Pushti Marg malaji (garlands), 
Sajaavat, Palna, Samagri preparation, Saanji, other fun and learning activities such as  Karaoke, Computer 
classes, Health and lifestyle Talks etc.

NB: No alcohol or meat is permitted anywhere on the premises.
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Trustees of Vaishnav Sangh of UK  
express their gratitude to all sponsors  

 and supporters in whatever form  
towards the acquisition of  

Shrinathdham Haveli & Community Centre
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